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Sullivan 
makes  it 
official 


Two  months  after  Congress  passed  a  sweeping 
bill  mandating  changes  in  U.S.  immigration 
policy,  the  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  removes  HIV  from  the  list  of  medical 
conditions  that  can  bar  entry  into  the  country 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON — AIDS  activists  finalized 
a  major  victory  Jan.  4  when  the  federal 
government  agreed  to  remove  HIV  infection 
from  its  list  of  medical  conditions  used  to 
exclude  immigrants  and  visitors  to  the  United 
States. 

Two  months  ago.  Congress  passed  a  law 
requiring  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  Louis  W.  Sullivan  to  revise  the  list 
of  exclusions.  Openly  gay  Rep.  Barney  Frank 
(D-Mass.)  led  the  lobbying  efforts  for  the 
law. 

On  Jan.  4,  a  Sullivan  spokesperson 
confirmed  that  the  secretary  had  made  the 
decision  to  delete  HIV,  syphilis,  gonorrhea, 
and  three  less  common  sexually  transmitted 
diseases  (STDs)  from  the  list. 

“It’s  long  overdue,”  said  June  E.  Osborn, 
chair  of  the  National  Commission  on  AIDS, 
noting  the  policy’s  “international 
embarrassment  and  source  of  very  painful 
discrimination.” 

“This  repeals  the  two  phrases  [sexual 
deviates  and  psychopathic  personalities]  that 
have  barred  gays,”  said  Frank. 

“It  was  obnoxious  just  to  have  it  on  the 
books.  I  think  we  now  have  the  American 
statute  book  clean,”  continued  Frank,  adding, 
“There  still  are  obnoxious  policies,  like  in  *he 
military,  but  there  is  nothing  statutory  that  I 
am  aware  of  now  on  the  federal  level  that  is 
anti-gay.” 

On  Nov.  29,  President  George  Bush  signed 
what  some  consider  the  most  significant 
revision  of  the  U.S.  immigration  law  in  66 
years,  reversing  the  ban  on  homosexuals  and 
opening  the  country’s  doors  to  people  with 
HIV.  (HIV  is  a  virus  thought  to  be  a  cause  of 
AIDS.) 

The  new  law  dropped  automatic  exclusion 
of  people  infected  with  HIV  allowing  Bush  to 
decide  whether  to  include  it  as  a  disease  that 
can  keep  people  from  entering  the  country. 
The  AIDS  immigration  restrictions  had  been 
legislated  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.). 

The  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  (INS)  has  held  since  the  1950s  that 
people  “afflicted  with  psychopathic 
personality  or  sexual  deviation"  are  ineligible 
to  enter  the  United  States.  Despite  the 
removal  of  homosexuality  from  lists  of 


mental  disorders  by  the  American 
Psychological  Association  and  other 
professional  associations,  the  INS  has 
continued  to  deny  visas  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

The  new  law  “enhances  America’s  singular 
advantage  as  an  international  magnet  for 
eager  and  talented  people,”  said  Bush, 
sidestepping  its  true  significance.  “Several 
outdated  and  restrictive  immigration 
exclusion  grounds  are  lifted.” 

“It’s  terrific,”  said  Robert  Bray  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF).  "The  American  dream  is  now 
made  possible  for  gays  and  lesbians  around 
the  world.” 

“At  last,”  added  NGLTF  lobbyist  Belinda 
Rochelle,  “the  U.S.  has  broken  ranks  from 
Cuba  and  South  Africa,  joining  the  free 
world  in  rejecting  senseless  discrimination 
against  people  with  AIDS,  lesbians,  and  gay 
men  in  immigration  policy.” 

“I’m  glad  it’s  gone,”  echoed  Tim 
McFeeley,  who  heads  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  one  of  two  national  gay  and 
lesbian  lobbying  groups.  The  change,  said 
McFeeley,  has  “tremendous  legal, 
psychological  and  symbolic  importance.” 

The  new  law  also  implements  a  new  form 
of  relief,  ‘Temporary  Protected  Status,”  for 
citizens  of  El  Salvador  and  others  who  can’t 
return  to  countries  because  of  war  “or  other 
extraordinar  y  conditions.” 

The  revision  curtails  the  government’s  ability 
to  exclude  people  from  immigrating  to  the  U.S. 
on  the  basis  of  their  political  beliefs,  but  retains 
some  limitations  on  people  seeking  political 
asylum  and  others  with  ideological  differences. 

“From  the  perspectve  of  one  who  has 
litigated  under  the  McCarran-Walter  Act  for 
many  years,”  warned  Georgetown  University 
law  professor  David  Cole,  “it  looks  like  more  of 
the  same.”  Immigrants  can  be  excluded  for 
mere  membership  in  the  Communist  Pary,  he 
said.  “Guilt  by  association  remains  the 
operative  principle,”  with  officials  from  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  (PLO),  “the 
new  CP"  barred,  said  Cole. 

The  McCarthy-era  law  passed  during  “red 
scares”  of  the  1950s  barred  immigration  by 
communists  and  anarchists,  as  well  as  gay 
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Prisoner  with  AIDS 
granted  clemency  in  N.Y. 


While  prisoners'  rights  advocates  say  the  move  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  they  criticize  state  officials  for  not  instituting 
adequate  AIDS  policies  across  the  board 


By  Laura  Briggs 

NEW  YORK — For  the  first  time  during 
his  tenure  as  governor,  Mario  Cuomo  granted 
clemency  to  a  seriously  ill  prisoner  with 
AIDS  Dec.  31,  allowing  Miguel  Lopez  to 
apply  for  parole  even  though  he  has  not  yet 
served  his  minimum  sentence.  Prisoners’ 
rights  advocates,  while  praising  the  move, 
said  that  granting  clemency  to  a  single  person 
fails  to  address  the  system-wide  failure  to 
respond  to  the  needs  of  prisoners  with  AIDS. 
In  particular,  activists  cited  a  stalled  bill  in 
the  New  York  State  legislature  that  would 
offer  medical  parole  to  seriously  ill  prisoners 
as  a  possible  alternative. 

“According  to  their  own  statistics,  a 
prisoner  with  AIDS  in  New  York  lives  half  as 
long  as  a  person  with  AIDS  on  the  outside,” 
said  Judy  Greenspan,  AIDS  Information 
Coordinator  of  the  National  Prisoner  Project 
of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union. 
Referring  to  the  clemency  granted  Lopez, 
Greenspan  told  GCN,  “It’s  much,  much  too 
little.  There  need  to  be  guidelines  for  medical 
release  of  seriously  ill  prisoners  with  AIDS.” 

According  to  a  report  released  in 
November  by  the  Correctional  Association  of 
New  York  (CANY),  at  that  time  there  were  at 
least  10,000  HIV  positive  prisoners  in  New 
York  State,  and  more  than  800  of  those  were 
symptomatic.  According  to  prisoner  advocate 
Cathy  Potler,  director  of  the  AIDS  in  Prison 
Project  of  CANY,  the  only  available  route  for 
prisoners  with  AIDS  to  get  medically  related 
parole  is  to  apply  to  the  governor  for 
executive  clemency.  “Executive  clemency  is 
an  extreme  measure,”  Potler  told  GCN.  “It’s 
not  meant  to  deal  with  the  hundreds  of 
terminally  ill  prisoners  currently  in  the 
system.” 

New  York,  which  has  the  largest  number  of 
prisoners  with  AIDS  in  the  country,  “should 
take  the  lead”  in  early  medical  release  for 
prisoners  with  AIDS,  said  Potler.  However, 
New  York  state  has  no  mechanism  for  courts 
to  release  seriously  ill  or  dying  prisoners, 


unlike  California  or  Connecticut,  for 
example.  In  addition,  the  state  has  mandatory 
drug  sentencing  laws,  which  require  people 
convicted  of  a  drug-related  offense,  a 
disproportionate  number  of  whom  are  HIV 
positive,  to  serve  minimum  sentences  of  15 
years. 

The  only  exception  to  the  bleak  picture  for 
New  York  state  prisoners  with  AIDS  is  in 
New  York  City  jails.  There,  “terminally  ill” 
prisoners  who  have  not  yet  entered  the  state 
prison  system  often  have  a  good  chance  of 
obtaining  compassionate  release,  according 
to  the  CANY  report.  About  60  percent  of  the 
people  in  New  York  City  jails  are  pre-trial 
detainees,  and  the  remainder  are  parole 
violators  and  people  convicted  of 
misdemeanors.  (Anyone  convicted  of  a 
felony  is  sent  to  the  state  system.)  In  order  to 
obtain  compassionate  release  in  New  York 
City,  a  prisoner  first  needs  to  have  a  doctor 
certify  that  he  or  she  is  are  terminally  ill.  At 
this  point,  the  court  or  the  parole  board 
makes  a  decision  about  whether  to  grant 
medical  release.  Since  1987,  about  125 
prisoners  with  AIDS  have  been  released  in 
New  York  City  under  this  program. 

According  to  Greenspan,  medical  parole 
“really  is  the  number  one  issue  for  prisoners 
with  AIDS”  and  their  advocates  across  the 
U.S.,  because  prisoners  cannot  get  access  to 
good  medical  treatment  while  incarcerated. 
Greenspan  said  that  already  stretched  medical 
services  for  prisoners  simply  are  incapable  of 
dealing  with  prisoners  with  AIDS. 

“In  New  York,  a  third  of  the  prisoner  AIDS 
cases  are  diagnosed  after  the  person  dies,” 
she  said.  All  over  the  country,  continued 
Greenspan,  “Women  prisoners  are  not  being 
diagnosed  [with  AIDS]  because  the 
opportunistic  infections  that  women  get 
aren’t  recognized”  by  prison  health  care 
providers.  In  addition,  she  said,  no  prisoners 
are  eligible  for  experimental  drug  trials, 
eliminating  one  of  the  most  important  routes 
that  PWAs  use  for  obtaining  medical 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“What  [Bush  has]  done  is  make  Martin 
Luther  King’s  birthday  the  equivalent  of  D- 
Day  for  a  war  in  which  blacks  will  suffer  the 
most.  Blacks  have  been  forced  by  lack  of 
other  opportunities  to  volunteer  for  our  army 
in  disproportionate  numbers,  and  so  they’ll 
die  in  disproportionate  numbers.” 

— Rev.  McKinley  Young,  pastor  of 
Atlanta’s  Big  Beth  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  the  New  York  Times. 
Young  was  referring  to  the  deadline  set  for 
Iraq  to  leave  Kuwait,  Jan.  15,  which  is  also 
King's  birthday. 

ANC  includes  gay 
rights  in  new 
constitution 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa- 
Following  heavy  lobbying  by  a  gay  rights 
group  here,  the  African  National  Congress 
(ANC)  has  included  protection  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  a  proposed  new  bill  of  rights. 
In  its  working  draft  for  South  Africa’s  new 
constitution,  the  ANC  bans  biases  and 
discrimination  based  upon  color,  gender, 
disability,  politics,  religion,  and  sexuality. 

The  ANC,  led  by  Nelson  Mandela, 
developed  the  sexual  orientation  clause  in 
response  to  efforts  by  Cape  Town’s 
Organization  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Activists 
(OLGA).  Derrick  Fine,  spokesperson  for 
OLGA,  told  Outlines  News  Service  that  the 
organization  is  excited  by  the  inclusion  of 
gay  rights  language  in  the  proposed 
document.  He  added,  however,  that  OLGA  is 
“mindful  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  long 
struggle  ahead  to  change  people’s  attitudes 
and  to  win  over  other  parties  who  will  be 
involved  in  the  negotiation  process  for  a  new 
South  African  constitution.” 

South  African  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  have  steadily  increased  their 
visibility  and  political  clout  over  the  past  few 
years;  Johannesburg  successfully  hosted 
Africa’s  first  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  March 
last  October. 

The  passage  of  the  proposed  constitution 
that  relates  to  gay  and  lesbian  rights  reads: 
“Discrimination  on  grounds  of  gender,  single 
parenthood,  legitimacy  of  birth  or  sexual 
orientation  should  be  illegal.”  The  law 
further  states  that,“Positive  action  should 
take  place  to  overcome  past  discrimination.” 

The  proposed  bill  of  rights  will  now  be 
reviewed  by  the  ANC  and  affiliated  anti¬ 
apartheid  organizations. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Women  Against 
Violence  holds  second 


Black  people  will  attend  as  more  people  find 
out  about  the  demonstrations.  “The  issue  of 
violence  has  been  dealt  with  in  white 
feminist  groups,  and  then  information  has 
trickled  into  our  community,"  she  said. 
“Women  Against  Violence  is  now  taking  a 
stand  to  bring  this  issue  into  the  Black 
community.” 

Bailey  also  said  that  there  has  been  an 
unexpected  positive  response  to  the  coalition 
in  that  women  have  seen  the  group’s  flyers 
and  called  for  rape  and  abuse  counseling 
information. 

Women  Against  Violence  hopes  that  the 
monthly  community  demonstrations  will 
culminate  in  a  Take  Back  the  Night  march 
this  summer.  For  information  on  future  vigils 
and  community  forums,  call  (617)  536-6500 
or  (617)  427-4470,  ext  444. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Entire  staff  of  the 
National  Women’s 
Studies  Association 
resigns 

COLLEGE  PARK,  Md.— Amid 
accusations  of  racism  and  intolerable  office 
politics,  the  entire  staff  of  the  National 
Women’s  Studies  Association’s  (NWSA) 
national  office  recently  resigned.  The 
NWSA’s  internal  problems  erupted  in 
November  of  1989,  when  a  Black  staff 
member,  Ruby  Sales,  was  fired  by  the 
organization’s  executive  director,  Caryn 
McTighe  Musil. 

According  to  Off  Our  Backs,  Sales’  firing 
prompted  large  and  angry  demonstrations  at 
the  NWSA  Twelfth  Annual  Conference  held 
last  June  at  the  University  of  Akron,  Ohio. 
The  protests  were  led  by  women  of  color 
who  accused  the  NWSA  of  being  an 
oppressive  and  racist  white  feminist 
organization.  Members  of  the  Women  of 
Color  Caucus  demanded  Sales’ 
reinstatement,  an  end  to  NWSA’s 
institutional  racism,  and  the  dismissal  of 
Musil. 

Although  the  NWSA  Delegate  Assembly 
voted  against  firing  Musil,  she  eventually 
resigned  at  a  meeting  of  the  Coordinating 
Council.  Suzanne  Hyers,  the  NWSA 
conference  director  who  also  came  under 
attack  for  Sales’  firing,  resigned  at  the  same 
meeting. 

The  NWSA’s  continuing  struggles  with 
Sales  and  racism  finally  prompted  the 
national  office  staff  to  resign,  effective  in 
February. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Southern  dykes  plan 
S/M  gathering 


ethnicity,  race,  sex  and  sexual  orientation.  At 
least  51  percent  of  the  Board  will  be 
comprised  of  people  who  are  HIV  positive. 

The  Living  Center  asks  that  board 
members  commit  8-10  hours  a  month  to  the 
organization,  including  a  general  board 
meeting  and  committee  work. 

All  interested  candidates  should  contact 
the  Center  by  calling  (617)  236-1012  or 
stopping  by  the  facility  in  the  YWCA  on  140 
Clarendon  St.  Applications  will  be  expected 
through  Feb.  1. 

— A.B.  Winograd 

Scondras  plans  Middle 
East  trip 

BOSTON — With  the  threat  of  war  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  looming,  openly  gay  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras  says  he  may  join 
a  delegation  of  elected  officials  on  a  peace¬ 
seeking  mission  to  the  Middle  East. 

Scondras  told  GCN  that  a  war  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  would  have  devastating  effects 
on  the  local  economy  and  force  cuts  in 
services  for  PWAs,  among  others.  “There  is 
no  problem  more  local  than  the  issue  of 
peace  in  the  Middle  East,”  said  Scondras, 
explaining  that  “If  war  breaks  out  there,  we 
will  not  be  able  to  afford  to  deal  with  issues 
like  AIDS,  the  school  system,  housing,  and 
violence  in  our  city.” 

Scondras  said  that  he  is  pulling  for  a  bill 
that  would  require  President  George  Bush  to 
give  sanctions  against  Iraq  a  year  to  work. 
(That  resolution  was  being  debated  by 
Congress  as  GCN  went  to  press.)  If  the 
resolution  fails  to  pass,  Scondras  says  he  will 
attempt  to  go  to  the  Persian  Gulf  in  order  to 
engage  in  “people  to  people  diplomacy.” 

According  to  Gary  Dotterman,  a  Scondras 
aide,  plans  for  the  trip  are  still  in  the 
tentative  stage.  A  group  of  predominantly 
local  officials  would  first  fly  to  Jordan  and 
meet  with  officials  there.  After  that,  the 
delegation  may  visit  Baghdad.  “We’re  just 
waiting  for  word,”  said  Dotterman,  referring 
to  their  applications  for  visas. 

Asked  if  the  group  was  willing  to  be  in 
Baghdad  after  the  Jan.  15  “authorization  of 
force,”  Dotterman  said,  “We  will  go 
wherever  we  have  to  go  if  it  will  help  to  stop 
the  madness.” 

When  asked  about  the  ramifications  of  his 
absence  from  Boston  City  Council  duties 
during  any  visit  to  the  Persian  Gulf, 
Scondras  pointed  out  that  he  has  received  a 
letter  of  support  from  the  president  of  the 
council,  and  restated  that  the  potential  war  is 
a  local  issue. 

“I’m  not  going  to  let  people  in  my  district 
go  to  war  in  the  Middle  East  and  not  be 
willing  to  go  myself,”  he  said. 

— Ed  Boyce 

Court  upholds  gay 
tenants’  rights 

NEW  YORK  —  An  appellate  court  ruled 
in  favor  of  lesbian  and  gay  tenants  here 
recently,  saying  that  surviving  partners  in 
lesbian  and  gay  relationships  are  protected 
from  eviction  in  the  same  way  as  other 
surviving  family  members. 

According  to  the  New  York  Native,  a  gay 
newspaper,  the  Appellate  Division 
overturned  a  lower  court’s  preliminary 
injunction  against  the  New  York  State 
Division  of  Housing  and  Community 
Renewal  (DHCR)  Dec.  4.  A  landlord’s  group 
known  as  the  Rent  Stabilization  Association 
had  sought  the  injunction,  objecting  to 
DHCR’s  new,  inclusive  regulations. 

Under  current  DHCR  guidelines,  lesbian 
and  gay  couples  in  rent-regulated  housing 
enjoy  the  same  legal  protection  from  eviction 
and  large  rent  increases  as  traditional 
families.  The  guidelines  were  expanded  last 
year  after  a  landmark  case,  Braschi  v.  Stahl 
Associates.  The  state’s  high  court  ruled  that 
Braschi,  a  gay  man,  had  the  legal  right  to 
remain  in  his  rent-controlled  apartment  after 
his  lover’s  death,  even  though  the  lease  had 
been  in  his  lover’s  name. 

Evan  Wolfson,  staff  counsel  at  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  told 
GCN  he  thought  the  more  recent  ruling 
“builds  on  the  Braschi  decision.” 

“This  further  solidifies  the  inclusion  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  New  York's 
definition  of  ‘family,’"  said  Wolfson.  "And  it 
affirms  the  power  of  the  state  agency 
[DHCR]  to  write  their  protection  into  state 
law.” 

— Chris  Nealon 


vigil 

BOSTON — Raising  signs  that  read 
"Abuse  Hurts,”  and  “Silence  breeds 
violence.  Speak  Out,”  over  75  women  held  a 
candlelight  vigil  Jan.  5  at  Dudley  Square  in 
Roxbury  in  memory  of  Kimberly  Harbour,  a 
young  Black  woman  who  was  brutally  raped 
and  murdered  last  Halloween  night  in  a 
nearby  field.  The  demonstration  was 
sponsored  by  Women  Against  Violence,  a 
coalition  of  women’s  groups  representing 
local  communities  of  color. 

Natalie  Jones,  a  vigil  participant,  told 
GCN  that  the  Dudley  Square  demonstration 
was  meant  "to  bring  the  topic  of  violence 
against  women  outside  of  the  closed  circles 
of  the  home.”  Jones  added  that  the 
community  “has  to  talk  about  violence,  no 
matter  how  painful  it  is." 

Women  Against  Violence,  a  multicultural 
group  that  addresses  the  impact  of  rape, 
battering,  child  abuse,  and  racism,  plans  to 
sponsor  future  demonstrations  throughout 
the  city  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month. 
Rhea  Becker,  a  demonstrator,  explained  that 
“The  Kimberly  Harbour  tragedy  galvanized 
groups  to  form  that  are  very  deliberately 
multicultural.  Women  of  all  colors  are 
coming  together  for  the  first  time  in  a  long 
time.” 

Numerous  participants  at  the  vigil, 
however,  said  that  they  were  frustrated  by 
the  relatively  small  number  of  women  of 
color  present.  Phyllis  Bailey,  one  of  the 
demonstration's  organizers,  responded, 
“There  are  not  enough  Blacks  here,  but  the 
level  of  oppression  is  also  higher  in  the 
Black  community,  and  some  people  have  a 
harder  time  motivating  themselves."  Bailey 
told  GCN  that  there  were  more  women  of 
color  at  this  vigil  than  at  the  group’s  first 
action  in  early  December.  (See  GCN,  Dec. 9, 
1990.)  She  added  that  she  believes  more 


ATLANTA — In  response  to  the 
harassment  and  censorship  that  has  hounded 
S/M  women  at  women’s  music  festivals, 
members  of  a  Georgia  S/M  group.  Sisters  of 
the  Rose,  are  planning  a  women-only  S/M 
weekend.  The  location  and  date  will  be 
announced  in  early  1991. 

“We  hope  to  sponsor  the  first  of  many 
weekend-long  gatherings  where  sisters  can 
exchange  information  and  knowledge  of  our 
S/M  arts  and  sciences  and  share  our  mutual 
interests  without  fear  of  interference  or 
recriminations  from  sisters  who  do  not 
understand  S/M,”  explained  the  members  of 
Sisters  of  the  Rose  in  their  newsletter,  Sister 
News. 

Aiming  for  quarterly  publication,  the  first 
volume  of  Sister  News  includes  S/M  news, 
hot  poetry  and  fantasies,  plus  articles,  such 
as  "Tops  on  Bottoms,"  which  addresses 
lesbian  S/M  relationships. 

As  a  vehicle  for  maximizing  input  from 
S/M  dykes  across  the  country,  Sisters  of  the 
Rose  has  developed  an  eight-page 
questionnaire.  The  anonymous  questionnaire 
covers  desired  locations  and  lodgings,  and 
sexual  preferences  and  practices. 

For  more  information  on  the  upcoming 
S/M  women-only  weekend  or  Sister  News 
contact:  Sisters  of  the  Rose,  1579  F  Monroe 
Drive,  Suite  908,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  30324. 

— Wickie  Stamps 

Boston  Living  Center 
seeks  Board  members 

BOSTON — The  Boston  Living  Center,  a 
self-help,  drop-in  community  center  for  all 
those  affected  by  HIV,  is  currently 
conducting  a  search  to  fill  its  Board  of 
Directors. 

The  Liv.ng  Center  is  committed  to 
building  a  board  that  is  representative  of 
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•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 


■5  ' 


Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 


Copley  Sq.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  Insurance  accepted 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anxiety  ■  Phobias  ■  Stress 


1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  I 
Brookline.  Ma  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches.  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 
232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


THIS  SPACE  CAN 
BE  HAD  FOR  A 
MERE  PITTANCE. 

CALL  TRIXI  FOR  DETAILS  (61 7  426-4469 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Praciticc  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


Nobody  Ever 
Taught  You 

how  to  build  a  circle  of 
friends  in  a  new  city. .  .how  to 
distinguish  between  friend¬ 
ship,  sex  and  romance... 
how  to  create  or  join  a  gay 
family. . .  which  part  of  the 
community  is  for  you. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643  ty 


Gay  historians  meet  in 
New  York 


Discussion  topics  include  gay  U.S.  presidents  and  pre- 
Stonewall  activism 


By  Ed  Boyce 

NEW  YORK — The  Committee  on 
Lesbian  and  Gay  History  (CLGH)  of  the 
American  Historical  Association  (AHA)  held 
its  nineteenth  annual  meeting  at  the  AHA 
conference,  held  here  Dec.  27-30.  By  all 
accounts,  it  was  the  most  successful  presence 
of  gay  historians  at  an  AHA  meeting  to  date. 

The  CLGH  sponsored  eight  panels  on 
lesbian  and  gay  history,  more  than  twice  as 
many  as  at  any  previous  AHA  conference, 
according  to  CLGH  chair  William  A.  Percy, 
a  professor  of  history  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Boston. 

The  committee  was  formed  in  1971  by 
Arthur  Warner,  an  officer  of  the  Mattachine 
Society  of  New  York  throughout  its  existence 
and  an  expert  on  sodomy  laws,  and  Charlie 
Shively,  a  Boston  scholar  and  activist.  The 
committee’s  purpose  is  to  “try  to  integrate 
gay  history  into  the  textbooks  and  give  gays 
proper  recognition  for  their  role  in  history,” 
said  Percy. 

The  list  of  attendees  read  like  a  “who’s 
who”  of  pre-Stonewall  gay  activism. 
Conference  participant  Richard  Dey,  founder 
and  chair  of  the  International  Homophilics 
Institute,  speculated  that  as  many  as  half  of 
the  most  prominent  gay  historians  in  the 
country  were  in  attendance. 

Dorr  Legg  and  Jim  Kepner — who  in  1951 
founded  One  magazine,  the  United  States’ 
first  nationally  distributed  gay  periodical  and 
subsequently  One  Institute  the  first  institute 
of  gay  studies,  gave  a  seldom  heard  account 
of  the  early  homophile  movement  on  the 
West  Coast  in  the  ’50s. 

Arthur  Warner  and  Arthur  Leonard  gave 
accounts  of  of  the  evolution  of  sodomy  laws, 
from  17th  century  British  common  law  to  the 
latest  U.S.  court  cases. 

Another  striking  panel  was  presented  by 
Charlie  Shively  and  William  Percy,  who 
offered  evidence  that  there  have  been  gay 
presidents.  The  four  presidents  discussed 
were  Washington,  Buchanan,  Lincoln,  and 
Garfield.  Though  the  scholars  attending  this 
panel  disagreed  about  the  relative  strength  of 
the  evidence  for  the  homosexuality  of  each, 
Percy's  strongest  evidence  concerned  letters 
by  Garfield’s  acquaintances  about  his 
seemingly  amorously  close  relationships 
with  several  male  friends. 


Unexpectedly,  a  descendent  of  Buchanan, 
(the  only  U.S.  President  who  never  married) 
identified  himself  in  the  audience.  Richard 
Kem,  a  professor  of  history  at  the  University 
of  Findley,  was  attending  the  AHA 
conference  when  he  noticed  the  listing  of  a 
panel  discussing  the  sexual  orientation  of  his 
ancestor.  When  he  attended  the  panel  and 
spoke,  he  gave  an  account  of  his  knowledge 
of  Buchanan's  homophilic  tendencies.  “My 
Aunt  Delia.never  talked  about  [Buchanan), 
something  I  considered  rather  strange,  given 
her  tendency  otherwise  to  talk  about 
relatives. ..Within  the  past  few  years,  my 
mother  told  me  that  Aunt  Delia’s  refusal  to 
talk  about  him  had  more  to  do  with  her 
understanding  that  ‘Uncle  Jim’  liked  men 
more  than  women.” 

Percy  noted  that,  “America  has  fewer 
known  gay  leaders  in  its  history  than  any 
other  Western  country.”  He  stressed  the 
importance  of  identifying  gay  and  lesbian 
figures  in  U.S.  history  saying,  “If  we  get  a 
number  of  important  political  figures 
documented,  I  think  that  will  change  the 
perspective  of  the  average  American  about 
gays." 

One  controversy  in  the  field  of  gay  and 
lesbian  studies  that  was  quite  prevalent 
throughout  the  conference  was  the 
philosophical  argument  between  essentialists 
and  social  constructionists.  Loosely  defined, 
an  essentialist  is  one  who  believes  that  sexual 
orientation  is  an  inborn  quality  and  that 
lesbians  "and  gay  men  have  existed 
throughout  history.  A  social  constructionist  is 
one  who  argues  that  homosexual  behavior 
arises  out  of  particular  societal  systems  and, 
therefore,  gay  people  have  only  existed  in 
certain  periods  of  history. 

The  matter  was  hardly  resolved  amongst 
the  historians  present  at  the  conference  and 
seemed  be  be  a  burgeoning  schism  between 
the  two  schools  of  thought. 

The  issue  of  keeping  adequate  archives  of 
the  modem  lesbian  and  gay  movement  was 
also  discussed,  and  CLGH  has  initiated  an 
archival  working  group  to  explore  the 
problems  of  consolidating  and  duplicating 
existing  archives  and  locating  materials 
before  they  are  lost. 

Although  conferences  such  as  this  one 
attract  mainly  professional  scholars,  the 

Continued  on  page  7 
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HIY  testing  law 


A  California  court  okays  legislation  that  requires  HIV  testing 
of  people  convicted  of  prostitution 


By  Julie  Graham 

SAN  FRANCISCO — The  First  District 
Court  of  Appeals  here  recently  upheld  a 
California  law  that  requires  court-ordered 
HIV  testing  of  people  convicted  of 
prostitution.  The  decision,  handed  down  in 
late  December,  came  after  11  people  who 
were  convicted  of  prostitution  in  San 
Francisco,  challenged  the  law.  The  law 
stipulates  that  prostitutes  who  test  positive 
for  HIV  are  to  be  informed  of  the  test  results, 
and  then  charged  with  a  felony  if  they  are 
again  arrested  for  prostitution. 

Sharon  Kaiser,  education  director  for  Call 
Off  Your  Old  Tired  Ethics  (COYOTE),  said 
that  she  will  continue  to  fight  for  the  law’s 
reversal.  Kaiser  called  the  law 
“unnecessary,”  explaining,  “At  this  point  in 
time,  about  80  percent  of  all  prostitutes  in  the 
Bay  area  use  condoms  with  their  clients. 
Prostitutes  are  among  the  best  educated  about 
AIDS  and  AIDS  prevention."  In  fact,  Kaiser 
said,  she  fears  the  law  may  actually  diminish 
the  level  of  AIDS  education  among 
prostitutes.  “All  this  does,”  she  said,  “is  put 
prostitutes  underground.  We  got  them  so 
they’ll  come  out  and  test;  if  they  test 
positive,  we  help  them  to  get  treatment.  A 
law  like  this,  which  targets  these  people  who 
are  already  oppressed,  forces  them  to  hide,  so 
they  won’t  crop  up  and  get  the  kind  of 
treatments  they  need." 

Kaiser  also  called  the  program  a  waste  of 
money.  “I  haven’t  heard  of  any  case  that 
actually  turned  out  positive,"  she  said.  “They 
have  a  whole  department  that  they’re  paying 
for  this,  and  it’s  going  to  affect  maybe  one 
person  per  year.” 

American  Civil  Liberties  Union  lawyer 
Matt  Coles  agreed  that  the  law  seems 
unwarranted  and  expensive.  “I  don’t  know 
how  much  staff  they  have,"  Coles  told  GCN, 


“but  they’re  going  to  be  spending  a  lot  of 
money  on  HIV  tests  for  a  population  that 
doesn’t  seem  very  highly  affected.” 

Coles  deemed  the  law  “stupid,”  saying,  “It 
makes  no  distinction  between  people  who  are 
practicing  safer  sex  and  people  who  are  not. 
It  covers  everyone  who  engages  in 
prostitution.” 

Grace  Suarez,  the  public  defendant  who 
challenged  the  law  in  San  Francisco,  told 
GCN  that  she  will  try  again  to  get  the  law 
repealed.  “We  will  be  petitioning  for  review 
to  the  California  Supreme  Court,”  said 
Suarez,  who  contends  the  law  violates  the 
Fourth  Amendment.  “The  law’s  fundamental 
problem,”  she  explained,  “is  that  it  is  a 
seizure  of  evidence  to  be  used  in  future 
criminal  proceedings,  and  is  not  based  on 
probable  cause.  It  violates  the  state  right 
against  search  and  seizure.” 

Coles,  however,  described  the  law  as  “very 
difficult  to  challenge”  and  said  that  he  was 
“not  surprised”  by  the  court’s  decision.  Said 
Coles,  “Unlike  most  prostitution  test  laws, 
the  tests  don’t  have  significance  unless  the 
person  is  arrested  a  second  time  after  having 
been  tested  positive.  It’s  not  a  situation  in 
which  a  person  is  being  charged  with  murder 
or  assault  based  on  a  test.” 

The  testing  law  was  overturned  in  nearby 
Stockton  County,  Calif.,  but  Coles  did  not 
seem  particularly  encouraged  by  the  victory. 
“The  judge  [in  Stockton]  did  refuse  to  order 
tests  because  he  said  the  law  was 
unconstitutional,”  Coles  said,  “but  he  was  a 
lower  court  judge.”  Proving  the  law 
unconstitutional  in  a  higher  court,  he 
contended,  would  be  more  difficult.  “I  think 
the  law  is  dumb,”  Coles  said,  “but  the 
question  is,  is  it  unconstitutional?  That’s  a  lot 
tougher;  laws  don’t  have  to  be  smart,  and 
they  don’t  have  to  be  precise.  If  they  did, 
we’d  have  a  lot  fewer  than  we  do.”  □ 


Cincinnati  demonstrators 
appeal  convictions 


Police  had  served  arrest  warrants  after  viewing  videotapes  of  a 
protest  held  on  the  opening  day  of  the  Mapplethorpe  trial 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI — Eight  people  who  were 
videotaped  while  protesting  the  city’s 
prosecution  of  the  Contemporary  Ats 
Center’s  (CSC)  Robert  Mapplethorpe  exhibit 
have  appealed  their  convictions  for 
disorderly  conduct. 

Charging  unfair  use  of  Ohio  law,  the 
activists  challenged  Hamilton  County 
officials  to  bring  to  trial  hundreds  of  baseball 
fans  who  also  took  to  the  streets  following 
the  Cincinnati  Reds’  World  Series  win. 

“Absolutely,  it’s  selective  enforcement.” 
said  attorney  John  Burlew,  who  will 
represent  the  activists  pro  bono  in  Ohio’s 
First  District  Court  of  Appeals. 


“Their  expression  of  political  views  gave 
rise  to  criminal  prosecution,"  he  said. 

The  prosecution  of  the  CAC  and  Reds 
fans’  response  to  the  acquittal  of  the  museum 
and  director  Dennis  Varrie  helped  earn 
Cincinnati  recognition  in  the  Jan.  7  edition  of 
Sports  Illustrated,  which  declared  it  "City  of 
the  Year.” 

“Reds  fans  blocked  traffic  for  five  hours,” 
noted  Bill  Wilson,  one  of  those  convicted  for 
peacefully  walking  through  downtown  traffic 
after  the  rally.  “There  were  no  arrests,  no 
citations,  no  videotaping,”  he  said,  adding, 
“It’s  either  against  the  law  or  it  isn’t.” 

The  misdemeanor  charges  would  have  cost 
Continued  on  page  7 


Boston  activists  lobby  for 
domestic  partnerships 


Proposed  legislation,  which  was  drafted  by  a  gay  local  official 
and  other  gay  rights  advocates,  would  expand  the  legal 
definition  of  families 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON — A  proposed  ordinance  that 
may  soon  be  considered  by  the  Boston  City 
Council  would  expand  the  city’s  legal 
definition  of  family  to  include  domestic 
partnerships  and  extended  families.  The 
ordinance,  drafted  by  openly  gay  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras  and  activists,  may 
be  introduced  as  soon  as  February  if  it  is 
believed  to  have  enough  votes  to  pass. 

In  a  new  twist  on  efforts  to  obtain  legal 
recognition  for  non-traditional  families,  the 
proposed  ordinance  would  allow  any  group 
of  people  who  share  responsibility  for  each 
other  to  register  themselves  and  their 
dependents  as  an  extended  family  with  the 
city  clerk.  It  also  contains  a  special  provision 
permitting  lesbian,  gay  and  unmarried 
heterosexual  couples  to  register  marriage-like 
relationships  as  domestic  partnerships. 

In  addition  to  registration,  the  ordinance 
proposes  that  benefits  be  granted  to  non- 
heterosexual  nuclear  families.  It  would  allow 
dependents  and  partners  of  city  employees 
who  are  part  of  a  self-declared  family  to 
apply  for  health  insurance  or  other  benefits 
offered  by  the  city  to  families.  The  ordinance 
would  also  grant  family  members  access  to 
information  about  partners  and  dependents  in 
hospitals,  prisons  and  schools,  as  well  as 
visitation  rights. 

The  proposed  ordinance  offers  a  new 
approach  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community’s 
domestic  partnership  initiatives,  according  to 
Scondras.  In  addition  to  obtaining 
recognition  for  lesbian  and  gay  couples,  the 
proposed  redefinition  of  “family”  would 
include  other  groupings  of  people  who  care 
for  each  other,  such  as  two  sisters  who  live 
together  or  a  married  couple  raising  children 
from  one  spouse’s  previous  marriage.  “What 
I  wanted  to  do,”  Scondras  told  GCN,  “is 
open  up  a  debate  about  the  American 
family.” 

“Only  about  20  percent  of  Americans  live 
in  the  traditional  nuclear  family,"  said 
Scondras  aide  Jack  Mills.  “This  would 
simply  provide  parity  between  nuclear 
families  and  non-traditional  families.” 


Drafted  as  an  amendment  to  the  city’s 
human  rights  code,  the  Family  Protection  Act 
would  prohibit  discrimination  against 
“families,”  and  offers  city  residents  the 
opportunity  to  define  their  family.  “It  is 
saying,  ‘Who  is  the  state  to  say  what  a  family 
is?”’  explained  Scondras.  Laws  and  policies 
that  rest  on  a  definition  of  the  family  as 
people  related  by  blood,  marriage  or 
adoption  reflect  “an  antiquated,  minority 
view  of  what  the  family  is,”  he  added. 

In  order  to  register  a  family  grouping, 
members  must  share  living  expenses  and 
agree  that  they  are  responsible  for  the 
welfare  of  other  members,  including 
providing  for  other  members  if  they  become 
ill.  “We  tried  to  come  up  with  a  definition  of 
responsibility  for  each  other  that  was 
commensurate  with  the  level  of  benefits  we 
would  get,”  said  Michael  Cronin,  chair  of  the 
Task  Force  for  Family  Protection  and 
Domestic  Partnership,  the  group  that  drafted 
the  ordinance.  Cronin  told  GCN  “If  we  want 
to  say  that  these  families  should  be  given 
health  insurance,  we  also  had  to  say  that  they 
were  responsible  for  each  other  if  they  got 
sick.” 

According  to  Cronin,  the  Task  Force  has 
struggled  for  months  to  reach  a  consensus  on 
wording  for  the  legislation.  “We  were  really 
trying  to  redefine  what  a  family  is,”  he  said, 
adding,  “It’s  a  really  groundbreaking 
ordinance.” 

Advocacy  of  gay  marriage  and  domestic 
partnership  by  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement 
has  sometimes  met  with  mixed  feelings  and 
criticism  from  lesbian  and  gay  activists  who 
view  the  nuclear  family  as  oppressive  to 
women  and  children.  Some  have  called  these 
initiatives  narrow  attempts  to  recreate  the 
nuclear  family  for  gay  and  lesbian  people. 

According  to  Ellen  Zucker,  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Boston  chapter  of  the 
National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW), 
which  is  a  backer  of  the  ordinance,  this 
legislation  tries  to  address  that  criticism.  “It 
is  a  fantasy  to  say  that  heterosexual  marriage 
is  the  only  kind  of  family  that  exists,”  Zucker 

Continued  on  page  10 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to 
send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed 
within  our  pages.  We  welcome  all 
contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed 
on  a  space  available  basis  only.  GCN 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
"Speaking  Out”  contributions  for  length 
and  clarity,  In  consultation  with  the  author. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Out"  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be 
able  to  contact  you  easily  -  please 
enclose  your  name,  address,  and  aaytime 
phone  number  with  your  letter  or  article. 
Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Regarding  personals 

Dear  GCN: 

As  1991  approaches,  I  would  like  to 
respond  to  the  community  regarding  personal 
ads  which  state,  “GWM,  whatever  age, 
straight  acting,  straight  appearing  seeks 
similar  GWM  for  friendship,  possible  lover.’’ 

When  I  read  ads  like  this  in  this  decade,  I 
am  greatly  disturbed  by  the  fact  that  so  many 
gay  men  are  still  looking  for  a  certain  type, 
and  to  make  things  worse,  a  “straight”  type  of 
man. 

As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  the  degree  of 
femininity  or  masculinity  a  person,  or  the 
“amount  of  straightness"  which  a  person  has 
in  their  personality  should  not  matter  at  all 
when  choosing  a  life  mate.  Some  of  the 
nicest  and  most  caring  people  I  know  are 
feminine  acting  and  don’t  feel  the  need  to  be 
“straight  acting  and  straight  appearing.” 

They  are  content  with  their  personalities  as 
they  are.  The  people  who  put  in  these 
personal  ads  must  remember  one  thing;  just 
because  a  person  is  “straight  acting  and 
appearing"  docs  not  guarantee  that  this  type 
of  man  will  be  dependable  or  care  about  you 
when  you  need  the  support  of  another  man  to 
get  you  through  hard  times. 

Because  of  this  prevalent  desire  by  many 
gay  men  out  there  to  date  “straight  acting  and 
straight  appearing  men,"  there  is  a 
widespread  prejudice  in  the  gay  community 
against  “non-straight  appearing  and  acting” 
people. 

My  solution  for  these  gay  men  who  want 
to  date  straight  acting  and  appearing  men  is 
to  make  two  New  Year’s  resolutions  for  1991. 

1 .  Look  for  straight  acting  and  straight 
appearing  men  in  straight  newspapers, 
magazines  and  bars. 

2.  Please  keep  these  prejudices  and 
homophobic  wishes  out  of  the  gay 
community.  There  is  enough  homophobia  in 
the  straight  world,  that  we  don’t  need 
homophobia  within  our  own  community. 

Sign  me, 

Gay  Acting  and  Appearing  and  Proud  of  It 

David  Martin 

□  Pawtucket,  Ri. 

Answer  our  customers 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  clarify  an  issue  that  came 
up  in  your  interview  with  Susie  Bright,  the 
editor  of  On  Our  Backs.  When  Susie  was 
answering  a  question  on  censorship,  she 
spoke  at  length  about  a  letter  I  wrote  to 
Feminist  Bookstore  News  in  which  I  asked 
feminist  bookstores  for  some  feedback  about 
On  Our  Backs.  Susie  (and  the  On  Our  Backs 
staff,  I  guess)  assumed  that  I  was  trying  to 
“smear”  the  magazine.  We  had  absolutely  no 
intention  of  doing  that.  First  of  all.  Feminist 


Bookstore  News  is  a  forum  for  Feminist 
Bookstores,  and  not  a  magazine  that  every 
“Tom,  Dick  and  Harry”  reads.  Second  of  all, 
contrary  to  what  Susie  Bright  said  in  you 
article,  we  do  carry  the  magazine,  and  I  wrote 
to  Feminist  Bookstore  News  in  an  effort  to 
get  some  of  our  customers’  questions 
answered. 

Sincerely, 
Kate  Randall 
Antigone  Books 
□  Boston,  Mass. 

Fight  back  through  the  courts 

Dear  GCN: 

GCN  (over  the  few  months  I’ve  been 
receiving  it)  appears  to  do  an  excellent 
coverage  on  the  gay-oriented  police  busts  of 
bars  (Lima,  Ohio  bar  raid)  and  festivals 
(Boone,  Iowa).  The  people  involved  need  to 
consider  their  options.  The  public  outcry  is 
covered  and  responsibly  reported  (even  in  the 
straight  press  which  I  don’t  think  is  going  to 
present  it  as  factually  and  sincerely  as  GCN) 
and  will  pass  from  the  headlines  but  the 
police  practices  and  the  attempted  legislation 
of  morality  won’t.. .a  very  viable  option  is 
legal  action.  True,  it  is  time-consuming  and  it 
does  seem  to  take  forever  and  can  be  as 
frusterating  as  hell  but  the  end  result  is  worth 
it  as  I  will  illustrate.  Generally,  the  ACLU 
will  take  on  cases  of  this  nature.  If  not,  local 
attorneys  or  neighborhood  legal  groups  may 
take  on  such  cases  on  a  pro  bono  or 
contingency  basis.  Don’t  let  one  or  two  law 
firms  dishearten  you  with  a  NO,  because 
those  law  firms  may  represent  parties  or 
groups  whose  views  are  the  antithesis  of  the 
gay  community.  Dial  those  numbers  til  you 
receive  a  YES. 

If  a  raid  lacks  probable  cause  (or  the 
probable  cause  is  found  to  be  a  sham  or  based 
on  untruths  and  rank  speculation  or  perjured 
affidavits  by  the  police  or  officials  involved), 
there’s  a  distinct  Fourth  Amendment 
violation  of  each  person  involved  in  the  raid 
and  a  violation  committed  by  each  raiding 
member  and  those  who  directed  the  raids. 
When  it  is  alleged  and  shown  that  a  class  of 
people  (gay)  have  been  singled  out,  the  Fouth 
Ammedment  violations  are  even  more 
egregious.  When  discovery  is  conducted, 
memos,  etc.,  may  be  discovered  that 
explicitly  state  that  the  raids  were  done 
because  of  the  gay  business  and  persons 
attendling  (based  on  their  being  gay). 
Discovery  and  interrogatories  are  a  legal 
method  of  acquiring  documents  and 
statements  from  the  plaintiffs  were  singled 
out  in  a  discriminatory  manner  and  proving 
the  plaintiff’s  case  in  chief. 

Some  people  may  be  reluctant  to  have  their 
names  be  a  part  of  the  lawsuit.  This  should 
not  be  a  factor  for  consideration  against  filing 
suit  for  two  distinct  reasons:  1)  The  police 
have  already  taken  your  names,  etc.  for  their 
future  devious  purposes  and  there  can  be  no 
further  harm  than  what  has  already  happened; 
2)  fear  of  future  discrimination.  Although 
this  may  happen,  if  it  does,  it  can  only 
improve  your  case,  and  even  the  mose 
conservative  federal  judge  will  enter 
restraining  orders  and  preliminary/temporary 
injunctions  against  further  harassment  if  for 
no  other  reason  than  defendants’  actions  flout 
the  authority  of  the  judge  and  disturb  the 
status  quo.  Restraining  orders  and  injunctions 
are  legal  terms  basically  meaning  the  court 
will  instruct  the  defendents  and  their  counsel 
to  cease  the  actions  that  are  complained 
about.  After  one  is  entered  and  the  defendents 
violate  it,  they  are  subject  to  fines,  contempt 
orders,  and  in  the  end  it  again  can  only  help 
the  plaintiff's  case.  Every  federal  jurist 
zealously  guards  the  First  Amendment  which 
in  part  consists  of  the  constitutional  right  of 
the  people  to  petition  the  courts  for  reddress. 

The  main  thing  that  will  hurt  the  offending 
defendents  in  these  type  of  actions  is  when 
they  are  successful  and  they  will  be  hit  in 
their  pockets  (where  it  hurts  them  the  most). 
They  will  have  to  pay  the  plaintiffs  for 
violating  their  rights.  And  even  if  a  jury  only 
award  the  plaintiffs  nominal  damages  the 
plaintiffs  have  prevailed  and  the  defendants 
must  pay  attorney  fees,  etc.  These  can  run 
extremely  high...  and  you’ll  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  even  if  the 
money  doesn’t  go  to  you  per  se,  that  the 
attorneys  or  legal  group  that  advocated  upon 
your  part  will  receive  it  and  they  will 
represent  you  again  if  need  be.  Once  you 
have  prevailed  and  the  defendants  paid,  if 
they  continue  such  actions,  the  awards  will  be 
greater  because  they  can  no  longer  claim  that 
they  didn’t  know  that  they  were  violating 
rights  because  the  prior  claim  made  them 
aware.  And  the  prospect  of  future  monies 
paid  out  will  make  them  think  twice. 

Very  truly  yours. 
Kip 

U  Lewisburg,  Pa. 
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I  need  your  help  and  support 


Dear  GCN: 

I  need  your  help  and  support. 

I  am  a  gay  prisoner,  currently  scheduled  to 
discharge  from  this  institution  in  November 
of  1991. 1  have  been  confined  for  14  years.  I 
am  31  years  old,  but  appear  to  be  25. 1  have 
a  medium  brown  complexion,  and  very  long 
hair.  I  have  young  Indian  feautres  due  to  all 
of  my  relatives  (on  my  mother’s  side)  being 
Indian.  I  am  intelligent,  have  obtained  a 
G.E.D.,  a  trade  in  welding,  meat  cutting, 
have  decided  to  leant  to  speak  Spanish  and 
hope  to  take  a  correspondence  course  in 
Business  Administration  before  I  discharge. 

I  turned  myself  out  since  I  have  been  in 
prison,  and  intend  to  maintain  my  lifestyle 
when  I  return  to  society.  I  ran  into  a  family 
problem  when  I  changed  my  life.  At  first, 
they  were  shocked.  Then,  they  seemed  to 
accept  it.  But  things  changed  for  the  worst 
when  they  met  my  lover.  I  am  hoping  they 
will  come  to  fully  accept  my  change  before  I 
am  released.  If  not,  then  it  is  someting  we 
will  all  have  to  live  with. 

I  don’t  intend  to  remain  in  Louisiana  when 
I  am  released.  I  would  like  to  move  to  the 
Washington  area  (either  Seattle  or  Tacoma) 
or  to  Boston.  This  is  where  I  need  your  help. 
I  was  17  years  old  when  I  was  incarcerated. 
Returning  to  society  after  such  a  long  period 
of  time  creates  a  series  of  problems  for  any 
ex-con.  Those  problems  are  probably 
magnified  for  homosexuals.  I  understand  the 
reality  of  what  I  will  be  facing.  I  need  to 
make  contact  with  someone,  or  some  group 
who  will  eventually  help  me  find 
employment,  housing,  and  be  willing  to 
work  with  me  while  I  readjust  to  being  back 
in  society.  It  is  important  to  me  that  I  meet 
someone  who  is  willing  to  begin 
communicating  with  me  now.  I  only  have 
months  left  to  serve  and  the  thought  of 
returning  to  a  changed  society  without 
support  is  somewhat  frightening.  I  need  your 
help.  I  don’t  want  to  return  to  another  God 
foresaken  place  like  this  prison.  So  please 
help  me  in  this  matter. 

Before  I  end,  I  would  like  to  add  that  my 
short  range  goals  are  to  leam  some  computer 
technology,  busniness  administration  and 
management.  I  would  also  like  to  try 
modeling  and  be  trained  as  an  organizer  to 
work  with  gay  rights  projects.  I  have  a 
friend  who  is  currently  helping  me  to 
develop  my  organizational  skills. 

I  look  foward  to  hearing  from  you  soon. 

Sincerely, 
Arthur  Bailey 
100332  Camp  H-  Unit  1 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary 

□  Angola,  LA  70712 

I  want  to  write 

Dear  GCN: 

I’d  like  to  tell  you  and  the  staff  there  at 
GCN  I  appreciate  the  great  reading  in  GCN 
for  1990.  And  I  certainly  am  looking  foward 
to  another  great  year  in  1991. 

I’ve  been  writing  pen  pals  for  several 
years  now  through  the  prisoner  column,  and 
I’ve  become  really  close  with  each  and  every 
person  I  write!  And  we  all  share  our  hopes 
and  dreams,  pain  and  tears.  So  for  1991,  I’d 
like  to  again  increase  my  correspondence  to 
those  inside/out  that  would  just  like  a  friend 
to  open  up  to,  someone  who  wants  to  really 
get  down  and  share  feelings  and  again  get  in 
touch  with  their  emotions  because  whather 
you’re  a  prisoner  or  in  the  free  world  as  the 
term  is  loosely  used  we  all  at  times  feel 
locked  up,  within  ourselves  and  we  all  need 
a  friend  to  help  us  through  the  rough  times.  I 
personally  have  a  few  rules  I  apply  when 
writing  anyone,  and  if  those  who  decide  to 
write  can  agree  to  these  rules  in  writing 
myself  I’m  more  than  happy  to  write  all  who 
write  inside/out! 

1.  I’m  a  very  serious  person.  I  don’t  take 
other  people’s  feelings  lightly,  and  I  don’t 
allow  my  feelings  taken  lightly. 

2. 1  don’t  appreciate  bullshitters,  only  the 
serious  minded  person  need  write. 

3.  No  relationships  desired,  especially  in  a 
prison  setting. 

So  if  anyone  feels  like  writing  I’d  love  to 
write  them  as  long  as  they  desire  what  I’m 
willing  and  able  to  give. 

I’m  a  white  male  38  years  old.  I'm  5’8" 
160  lbs.  I’m  into  writing,  poetry,  music, 
friendships.  Your  age,  sex,  nationality,  crime, 
prison  term  makes  no  difference. 

I  can  write  any  prisoner  that’s  allowed  to 
receive  letters  from  another  prisoner. 

So  write  soon,  and  best  wishes  for  a  New 
Year. 

Frank  Washia 
#162655 
PO  Box  538  (ACC) 

□  Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Putting  ourselves  first:  lesbian 
rights  in  the  1990  s 


By  Andrea  PaJash 

[This  speech  was  delivered  at  National 
Gay  Rights  Advocates’s  fall  benefit,  Women's 
Night — VIII,  on  November  9,  1990  in  Los 
Angeles.] 

Once  upon  a  time,  when  I  heard  the  word 
“gay”  and  proudly  called  myself  by  that 
name,  I  thought  it  included  me.  Imagine  my 
surprise  when  I  found  out  that  it  didn't. 
When  our  issues  began  being  discussed  in 
terms  of  “gay  and  lesbian”  rights,  I  realized 
that  while  we  share  common  bonds  and 
concerns  with  our  brothers,  our  lives  are 
often  radically  different,  less  anointed  by 
privilege  and  suffused  with  the  warmth  of 
entitlement,  plagued  by  sexism  and  often 
confounded  by  racism  and  classism.  For  far 
too  long  we  have  been  and  have  allowed 
ourselves  to  be  the  stepchildren  of  and 
handmaidens  to  what  is  commonly  referred 
to  as  “The  Movement.” 

As  individuals,  we  have  banked  too 
heavily  on  the  notion  that  because  gay  men 
and  lesbians  have  something  very  profound 
in  common,  that  of  course  our  input  would 
be  sought,  our  decisions  would  carry  equal 
weight  and  our  rights  championed  as 
vigorously  as  those  of  our  male  counterparts. 
We  cheerfully  assumed  that  we  would  be 
welcome  at  the  table  we  so  often  helped  to 
set.  History,  however,  has  shown  our 
optimism  to  be  misguided. 

As  members  of  a  collective  enterprise 
known  as  the  gay  civil  rights  movement,  we 
simply  forgot  that  lesbians  lose  their 
children;  they  get  fired,  sick,  bashed,  closed 
down  and  shut  out. 

Those  of  you  here  tonight  are  undoubtedly 
familiar  with  NGRA’s  long  history  of  service 
to  our  community.  We  have  fought  the  good 
fight  for  over  12  years,  and  with  every 
passing  year  we  find  there  is  more  to  do. 
Like  every  other  organization  of  its  kind, 
NGRA  was  once  afflicted  with  the  malady  I 
call  “Lesbian  Amnesia,”  which  is  the 
tendency  to  forget  that  lesbians  exist,  but 
over  the  years  we  have  grown  and  changed 
as  an  organization,  and  as  a  force  in  the  fight 
for  civil  rights  for  all  of  us,  lesbians  and  gay 


men  alike. 

The  cases  we  take  are  a  matter  of  choice; 
we  decide  how  best  to  allocate  our  resources 
and  make  the  greatest  impact.  We  are 
committed  to  exercising  that  choice  wisely, 
in  a  way  that  ensures  representation  and 
advocacy  for  the  rights  of  women  in  every 
facet  of  our  legal  program.  In  the  time  to 
come,  you  will  notice  that  more  and  more  of 
our  clients  are  women,  you  will  notice  that 
more  of  our  cooperating  attorneys  are 
women,  you  will  see  our  involvement  in 
feminist  issues  such  as  the  right  to  choose 
continued,  and  you  will  see  us  reaching  out 
to  women  left  by  the  wayside  in  “the 
heartland”  of  America,  in  Illinois,  Texas, 
Georgia:  areas  of  the  country  which  do  not 
enjoy  the  most  basic  rights  and  protections 
which  we  in  New  York,  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco  have  enjoyed  for  years. 

We  find  ourselves  in  an  enviable  position 
at  an  auspicious  time. 

In  certain  respects,  we  have  considerable 
momentum  behind  us.  Discriminatory  laws 
are  finally  being  dragged  off  the  books: 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  may  now  freely 
emigrate  to  the  United  States.  We  will  no 
longer  be  turned  away  at  the  borders  because 
of  who  we  are.  The  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act  specifically  embraces  people 
with  HIV  infection  and  protects  them  from 
discrimination.  We  will  no  longer  be 
punished  because  we  are  living  with  AIDS. 
But  we  have  far  to  go,  and  as  we  enter  the 
nineties,  the  NGRA  will  stand  at  the 
forefront  of  this  movement  to  make  sure  that 
lesbian  rights  do  not  become  a  contradiction 
in  toms. 

At  one  time  or  another,  NGRA  has  focused 
on  every  major  legal  and  social  issue  facing 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Today,  we  are 
emphasizing  four  areas  of  critical  importance 
to  our  community  in  the  1990s:  AIDS,  Anti¬ 
violence,  Employment  and  Family  Law.  I 
have  read  numerous  articles  about  the 
“changing  face  of  AIDS,”  and  how  the 
epidemic  is  now  ravaging  communities  of 
color  and  how  it  is  now,  in  several  major 
urban  areas,  the  leading  cause  of  death  for 
women  of  color  between  the  ages  of  19  and 


40.  We  aren’t  fooled  by  rhetoric;  we  know 
that  that  particular  face  is  not  new  at  all,  but 
is  rather  an  old  and  familiar  face  which  has 
been  veiled  for  the  majority  of  the  epidemic. 
While  others  may  be  ruminating  over  the 
potential  effects  of  this  so-called  “news,”  we 
are  turning  our  attention  to  taking  on  cases 
involving  women  with  AIDS,  and 
particularly  lesbians  with  HIV  infection. 

Our  Anti-Violence  Litigation  Project  will 
continue  to  offer  technical  assistance  to 
attorneys  prosecuting  the  perpetrators  of  anti¬ 
gay  and  -lesbian  violence.  We  will  continue 
to  work  closely  with  the  police,  educators, 
activists,  college  groups  and  community 
leaders  to  stop  this  violence  at  its  source,  to 
assure  that  emergency  personnel  respond  to 
victims  of  violence  with  sensitivity  to  issues 
of  cultural  and  gender  diversity,  and  to  make 
certain  that  the  lesbian  community  has  an 
ally  and  an  advocate  at  a  time  when  sexism 
and  homophobia  fuel  acts  of  unspeakable 
cruelty. 

Our  continued  efforts  in  the  area  of 
Employment  will  work  to  guarantee  that  we 
can  run  day  care  centers,  report  the  news, 
practice  law,  and  work  for  the  FBI  without 
fear  of  being  fired  or  being  harassed  for 
being  out. 

This  year  will  mark  the  development  of 
NGRA’s  Family  Law  Project,  which  will  be 
committed  to  seeing  our  relationships 
recognized  and  protected,  to  keeping  our 
children  in  our  homes  and  the  courts  out  of 
our  lives. 

We  are  committed  to  representing  women 
of  all  colors,  of  all  classes,  of  all  abilities;  we 
will  continue  to  fight  until  each  and  every 
one  of  us  is  safe  in  our  schools,  in  our  jobs, 
on  our  streets  and  in  our  homes.  It  is  no 
longer  sensible  for  us  to  wait  for  an  invitation 
to  the  table;  it  is  no  longer  appropriate  for  us 
to  leave  our  rights  in  the  hands  of  others.  It 
is  our  responsibility,  as  individuals  and  as 
members  of  a  larger  community,  to  stand  up 
for  those  rights.  We  do  that  by  putting 
ourselves  first,  in  our  own  hearts,  our  own 
minds,  and  our  own  movement.  Thank  you 
very  much  for  being  here.  Enjoy  your  night. 


This  dyke  from  Wisconsin 

Dear  GCN: 

I  can’t  thank  you  all  enough  for  the 
fantastic  paper  you  put  out  week  after  week. 
GCN  is  a  fascinating  mix  of  news,  politics, 
up-to-the-minute  AIDS  info,  media  and 
cultural  analysis,  the  gayest  of  features,  sex 
talk,  humor,  challenge  and  gossip  (plus  the 
monthly  book  supplements — an 

embarassment  of  riches!). 

Equally  important  to  me  is  the  way  GCN 
is  put  together.  I  am  continually  impressed 
by  the  efforts  GCN' s  staff  makes  to  cover 
issues  thoroughly,  include  a  variety  of 
progressive  issues  beside  the  standard  “gay” 
ones,  and  take  risks.  For  my  taste,  the  news 
articles  editorialize  too  much,  but  at  least  the 
paper  is  up  front  about  its  biases.  Ultimately, 
the  feeling  I  get  as  a  reader  is 
respect — respect  for  my  own  curiosity  and 
analytical  abilities,  trust  that  I  can  think  for 
myself  and  find  my  own  ground. 

So,  that’s  why  this  dyke  from  Wisconsin 
whom  you’ll  probably  never  meet  sends  you 
money  through  Sustainers  every  year — hey, 
gladly. 

Have  a  wonderful  1991 — 

Love  &  kisses. 
Shelly  Hagan 

□  Madison,  Wis. 

Holistic  focus  on  AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

Government  on  all  levels  has  been 
criminally  negligent  in  fighting 
AIDS — especially  so  in  the  early  and  mid- 
'80s.  Tragically,  many  AIDS  support  roups 
do  not  emphasize  radical  holistic  he  .th  to 
fortify  the  immune  Systran. 

Many  AIDS  activists  curse  the 
government  wait  for  a  laboratory  cure  while 
they  keep  on  puffing  their  cigarettes  and 
eating  junk  food. 

A  self-disciplined  regimen  of 
detoxification,  natural  nutrition  and  vigorous 
exercise  is  necessary  to  rejuvenate  the 
immune  system. 

I  highly  recommend  these  two 
books — Conquering  AIDS  Now  by  Scott 
Gregory,  PhD,  and  Healing  AIDS  Naturally 


by  Laurence  Badgley,  MD. 

The  more  crap — cigarettes,  booze,  other 
drugs,  envioronmental  chemicals,  junk 
food — we  put  into  our  bodies,  the  less 
resistance  we  have  to  fight  off  all  bacterial  or 
viral  invaders. 

As  vested  interests,  often  bars  do  not  want 
booze  damned  for  ravaging  the  immune 
system  and  for  making  safer  sex  less  likely. 
Some  studies  show  that  even  a  few  beers  can 
make  a  person’s  T-4  cells  25-250  times  more 
susceptible  to  infection — according  to  the 
books  AIDS:  The  Drug  and  Alcohol 
Connection,  by  Larry  Siegel,  MD  and  Milan 
Korok. 

For  decades  the  National  Cancer  Institute 
and  the  American  Cancer  Society  scoffed  at 
holistic  health  advice  to  help  prevent 
cancer — “increase  fiber,  decrease  fat,  eat 
more  raw  vegetables.”  Finally,  after 
multitudes  have  died  and  mountains  of 
savings,  insurance  and  research  monies  have 
been  pillaged,  these  prestigious  institutions 
of  orthodox  medicine  have  begun  to  admit 
the  above  advice  helps  prevent  cancer. 

Will  conventional  doctors  continue  for 
decades  just  as  arrogantly  thick-headed  in 
treating  AIDS  while  rejecting  holistic 
health? 

AIDS  support  groups  must  do  more  than 
run  errands  and  hold  die  hands  of  the  dying. 
They  must  provide  the  most  complete 
holistic  health  information  available  and  live 
as  personal  examples.  They  must  be 
enthusiastic  coaches  for  those  persons  who 
have  the  stubborn  determination  to  change 
their  whole  habits  of  health  in  order  to 
improve  greatly  their  odds  of  survival. 

Don  Schrader 

□  Albuquerque,  N.  M. 
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VOLUNTEER 

AT  GCN 

GALL  426-4469 


BLACK  HISTORY  MONTH  ISSUE 

Would  you  like  to  contribute  articles  .artwork 
or  ideas  for  our  special  Black  History  Month 
Issue  to  be  published  in  February?  Maybe 
you'd  like  to  help  coordinate  this  GCN 
tradition  and  help  make  this  year's  Black 
History  Month  Issue  our  very  best  ever. 

Please  call  Chris  Wittke  in  Features  at 
(617)  426-4469  to  discuss  ideas,  or 
drop  us  a  line  at  GCN  Features, 

62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 


.  OR  SIMPLY  STOP  BY 
62  BERKELEY  STREET, 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
TO  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  THE 
EXCITING  OPPORTUNITIES 
AWAITING  YOU  AT  GCN 
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OBITUARIES 


Peter  R.  Knott 

WORCESTER,  Mass. — Those  of  us  who 
knew  and  loved  Peter  R.  Knott  remember  a 
complex  individual  who  was  first  and 
foremost  a  Christian.  His  faith  and  active 
involvement  with  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  (MCC)  family  enabled 
him  to  grow  spiritually  and  to  face  his  illness 
with  AIDS  courageously  and  creatively.  It 
was  within  the  nurturing  environment  of 
MCC  that  his  loving  relationship  with  his 
mate,  Richard  A.  Poirier,  grew  —  even  in  the 
face  of  illness.  He  and  Richard  met  at  the 
celebration  of  the  signing  into  law  of  the 
Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Bill 
at  the  Opera  House  in  Boston  last  year. 

No  stranger  to  the  struggle  for  civil  rights, 
Peter  lived  most  of  his  life  as  an  openly  gay 
man,  having  come  out  while  in  high  school 
during  the  early  1960s.  He  was  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  in  1986  and  endured  many 
struggles  over  benefits  and  treatments;  a 
1989  Boston  Globe  article  highlighted  his 
housing  struggle.  Although  he  became 
severely  anemic  on  AZT  and  was 
desperately  in  need  of  an  alternative,  the 
drug  ddl  was  not  made  available  to  him  in 
time  to  save  his  life.  He  died  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Center 
on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1990,  with  Richard  at 
his  side. 

Peter  was  bom  in  Providence,  R.I.,  the  son 
of  Maurice  J.  Knott  and  Ellen  F.  (Doctor) 
Knott.  Peter  often  said  that  the  Rhode  Island 
shore  was  his  favorite  place  on  earth, 
inspiring  his  artistic  sensibility.  He  was  an 
accomplished  artist,  graduating  from  the 
Practical  School  of  Art  in  Boston  in  1963. 
He  was  also  a  fine  chef  and  attended  the 
Fanny  Farmer  Cooking  School  in  Boston  in 
1968.  He  also  studied  at  the  Worcester  Art 
Museum  School  and  with  various  area 
artists,  and  returned  to  school  for  an 
academic  degree  with  honors  from 
Quinsigamond  Community  College  in  1987. 
His  most  recent  retrospective  showing  of 
artworks  took  place  at  Fritz  cafe  in  Boston’s 
South  End  last  year. 

As  a  public  speaker  for  AIDS  Project 
Worcester,  he  took  part  in  World  AIDS  Day, 
a  global  effort  of  the  World  Health 
Organization  to  promote  public  awareness  of 
the  epidemic.  He  discussed  the  impact  of 
AIDS  on  his  own  work  and  on  the  art  world 
in  the  face  of  growing  censorship  from  the 
New  Right. 

Peter  also  spoke  on  PWA  panels  in 
medical  settings,  in  one  case  garnering 
applause  from  the  activist  community  and 
anger  from  the  medical  establishment  for 
recounting  his  horrendous  experience  with 
AZT-induced  anemia  and  his  inability  to  get 
clear  answers  or  viable  alternative  therapies. 
He  did  not  fit  the  strict  criteria  for  AIDS 
Clinical  Trial  Group  ddl  protocols  116,  117 
or  118;  or  the  “expanded  access”  program  by 
either  Treatment  Investigational  New  Drug 
status  of  even  Compassionate  Use  status. 
Therefore,  like  so  many  PWAs  who 
can’tneither  tolerate  or  obtain  ddl,  he  was 
without  antiviral  treatment  for  some  time.  As 
he  lay  dying  in  Worcester,  activists  again 
mounted  a  major  push  for  release  of  ddl,  but 
it  did  not  reach  him  in  time.  We  will  never 
know  if  it  might  have  saved;  we  do  know 
that  specific  new  treatments  for  wasting 
syndrome  might  have.  Though  he  was  able 
to  obtain  pentamidine  prophylaxis  for 
pneumocystis  carrini  pneumonia,  his  death 
was  hastened  by  respiratory  problems. 
Mercifully,  his  mate  Richard  was  a 
respiratory  therapist  able  to  ease  his  pain 
during  the  final  days. 

A  magnificent  memorial  service  officiated 
by  the  Rev.  Nancy  Dupell  was  held  Nov.  26 
at  the  Morning  Star  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  in  Worcester.  The 
Unitarian  church,  with  symbols  of  many 
religious  and  spiritual  traditions  displayed 
over  the  altar,  provided  a  sun-washed 
backdrop  for  a  display  of  Peter’s  artwork, 
augmented  by  flowers.  Many  church 
members  gave  moving  testimony  about 
Peter’s  life  and  works,  highlighted  by  a 
eulogy  by  his  dear  friend  and  mentor  Ronald 
Cooke,  his  mate  Richard,  and  his  father 
Maurice. 

Family  members  not  familiar  with  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  warmth  and  dignity  of 
the  service,  which  featured  an  intimate 
celebration  of  the  Eucharist,  readings  by 
Peter’s  nieces  Karen  and  Nancy,  as  well  as 
his  favorite  hymns.  The  service  was 
followed  by  a  gathering  at  the  Knott  family 
home  in  Shrewsbury  that  carried  further  the 
themes  of  dignity,  pluralism,  reconciliation 
and  triumph  that  imbued  the  service. 

Peter  is  survived  by  his  father,  his  sister 
Peggy  and  her  husband  Mike,  his  nieces 
Karen  and  Nancy  Weaver  of  Round  Lake; 
his  cousin  Susan  Rose  Gibt^,of  Victoria, 


Australia;  his  cousin  G.  Steven  Rose  of 
Boston;  his  many  relatives  and  friends, 
especially  of  the  MCC  Christian  community; 
and  his  dedicated  and  loving  mate,  Richard 
P.oirier.  He  requested  that  memorial 
donations  be  made  to  the  Building  Fund  of 
Morning  Star  Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  P.O.  Box  787,  Worcester,  Mass., 
01601. 

We  will  miss  him. 

— G.  Steven  Rose 

Francis  Lee  Mullis 

CHAPEL  HILL,  N.C. — Francis  Lee 
Mullis  died  Nov.  4,  1990.  His  passing  did 
not  create  a  great  noise  in  either  the  world  or 
the  gay  community.  His  passing  was  like  a 
breeze  on  an  autumn  Sunday  morning.  The 
following  are  my  feelings  about  his  death. 
All  of  us  who  knew  him  had  our  own. 

Lee  was  a  quiet  man  who  brought  the 
politics  of  our  community  to  his  breast  like  a 
mother  does  a  child — cooing  to  it, 
encouraging  it  to  look  outward.  He  worked 
on  those  political  tasks  that  others  shunned. 
He  performed  his  work  with  a  selfless 
urgency. 

Lee  believed  and  worked  in  consensus  and 
group  process  was  his  lifeblood,  knowing 
that  it  is  our  community’s  lifeblood.  He 
worked  with  feminist  politics — I  often  talked 
to  him  as  if  he  was  a  woman,  having  never 
been  very  comfortable  around  most  men,  he 
made  me  relax,  I  did  not  have  to  explain  or 
pretend  to  him. 

He  was  presented  a  service  award  at  the 
last  Gay  Pride  march  in  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  I 
watched  him  walk  to  the  podium:  frail  but 
erect,  quietly  content,  settled  in  with  humble 
pride  on  a  job  well  done,  achieving  a 
moment  of  recognition  like  only  he  could. 

That  day,  someone  new  to  our  community 
asked  me  who  he  was.  I  said  “He  is  Lee," 
and  a  voice  in  my  head  said,  “He  is  one  of 
our  backbones,  one  of  our  fathers.”  I  did  not 
say  it  out  loud,  Lee  would  have  found  that 
inappropriate. 

Lee  and  I  talked  throughout  his  last  year.  1 
was  always  the  pushy,  fiery  one,  asking  all 
the  pointed  questions.  How  did  he  feel? 
What  did  he  think?  What  did  it  feel  like  to 
die?  He  was  ever  patient,  offering  me  his 
thoughts  and  feelings.  I  finally  realized  my 
blunder,  that  I  was  dealing  with  my  mortality 
and  not  his  feelings.  I  cried  on  his  shoulder, 
telling  him  how  sorry  I  was.  Lee  understood 
and  listened  patiently  as  he  always  did,  as  he 
always  did  when  I  ran  away  on  a  fiery 
whirlwind.  I  was  afraid  to  see  him  too  much 
after  that,  afraid  that  I  would  sweep  him 
away  with  my  own  fears  and  feelings.  Silly 
me,  I  should  have  remembered  that  Lee  was 
too  solid  for  that. 

On  his  last  day  he  did  teach  me  how  it  was 
to  die.  I  sat  with  Lee  and  Phillip  for  three 
and  a  half  hours.  I  watched  and  marvelled  as 
they  passed  love  back  and  forth  together. 
Phillip  was  the  gentle  death  coach  in  the 
same  way  that  Susan  and  I  had  been  birth 
coaches  to  each  other.  I  watched  as  they 
danced  their  last  dance  together,  dancing  out 
into  eternity. 

I  stroked,  held  and  talked  to  Lee  like  we 
had  never  done  before.  He  did  not  regain 
consciousness  that  day,  except  for  one  split 
second,  when  I  saw  the  quiet,  smiling  man  I 
knew  so  well.  Phillip  blessed  me  with  time 
alone  to  tell  Lee  of  the  love  that  I  felt  and 
had  not  said  before. 

And  on  this  last  day,  the  two  of  them 
taught  me  about  death  the  way  Lee  taught 
me  about  life:  it  was  grace,  it  was  stepping 
forward,  it  was  a  walk  into  the  woods. 

I  saw  Lee  one  last  time.  I  saw  him  in  my 
soul  at  his  wake.  He  passed  through  his 
house  gracefully,  listening  to  the  people 
talking,  touching  a  shoulder,  laughing 
quietly,  hands  folded  until  he  came  to  the 
door.  Then  he  paused,  smiled  effortlessly  and 
turned  the  comer  to  go.  * 

I  love  and  miss  you,  Lee.  I’ll  see  you  in 

the  forever.  .  ,,  , 

 — Gloria  Falery 


OBITUARY  POLICY 

GCN  encourages  anyone  who 
would  like  to  submit  obituaries 
for  publication  to  do  so.  We  ask 
that  obituaries  be  typed,  double- 
spaced,  and  limited  to  500 
words,  if  possible.  Include  a 
photograph,  if  available.  We 
offer  writing  assistance  upon 
request.  Contact  the  News 
department  if  you  have  any 
questions  or  would  like  to 
make  a  submission. 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


39  Wak-ln  or  appt.  247-0202  RETAIL 


FEMINIST  HEALTH  33  Ashcroft  Si. 

CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH  Jamaica  Plain,  MA 

02130(617)524-7565 


REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Fun  Servica  Brokerage: 
Midge  Batelle.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Sollo,  Jane!  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 


CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M  A  021 30 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULL1AN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 

Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T,  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)4458130  Anytime 


DEBRA  a  TRUSK1NOFF, 
UCSW 

Indlv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

FRAMINGHAM 

COUNSELING 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  Cochtuate  Rd.  Rte.  30 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
(508)626-0133 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matlson.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  4756950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)7739232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HI V/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/leebian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 
CAmbridge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  M  A  02138 
(617)8768438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
tor  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  4432329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Paris,  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)3531500 

EATING 

DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M-Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

ELECTRICIANS 


FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parties,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  3531925 

Adrianna :  (617)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

a  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmoulh  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  35  Wed.-FrL 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork,  Movemenb 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2658122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Oulpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
8  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health. 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 


STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4357588 
232  Court  SL 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 


HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bt- weekly.  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  7752271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  6837676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-film/ 
comrrfls  actor.  Free  brochure 
8  Introductory  session. 
Cartridge/  Boston 
(617)  8638448 


WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Ful 
breakfast,  Cottages,  t  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 


WOMEN’S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  lor  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4.  PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM,  SaL  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM- 1  AM 


A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  8 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 


Acupuncture.  Chiropractic. 
Massage  8  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 


RON'S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
wnrd  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
llyers  shine.  (617)6259096 

COUNSELING 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 

Chid  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  3557512 
Cloee  to  Boston 


ELECTRICAL  WIRING  8 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA 

Peabody,  MA.  24-hr.  service 
1-8053832978 
MA  tot  A 7299  •  NH  lie*  3697 
ME  lc#3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Ml  Auburn  SL 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  9254289 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 
8  Faneull  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  R.  Lott 
Boston.  MA  (617)  367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 


Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Cay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


serving  the  gay/lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty/voice 
6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave*  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

35 1  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hefpine 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
_ (617)  445-8130 _ 


General  Dentistry 

John  Barna,  Dmd 


581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


(61 7)  426-2723 


Thanks  to  all  of 


you  who  helped 
make  this  year's 
Holiday  Gift 
Subscription 
Campaign  a 
huge  success 


INS 
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people.  Under  the  revision,  the  secretary  of 
state  maintains  the  power  to  exclude  political 
undesirables  he  deems  “prejudicial  to  the 
public  interest”  on  a  case-by-case  basis. 

That  open-eded  phrase  could  prove  handy 
when  people  opposing  the  administration’s 
policies  want  to  visit.  Cole  charged. 

Rochelle,  Bray  and  other  activists  creditied 
Frank  for  making  the  victory  happen.  “He  was 
instrumental  in  dismantling  one  of  the  most 
loathsome  forms  of  institutional,  codifed 
oppression,”  said  Bray. 

“We  take  our  hats  off  to  [him]  for  his  hard 
work  in  helping  to  repeal  this  obnoxious 
policy,”  said  Peri  Jude  Radecic,  NGLTF’s 
legislative  director.  “He  has  worked  tirelessly 
over  the  last  several  sessions  for  this  policy 
change.  We  applaud  and  appreciate  his 
effort — greatly.” 

Frank,  aided  by  progressive  lobbyists, 
overturned  the  26-year-old  ban  against 
homosexual  immigrants  and  helped  assure 
access  to  the  U.S.  for  people  with  HIV, 
attaching  his  reforms  to  the  Family  Unity  and 
Employment  Act,  which  he  had  co-authored. 

The  House  of  Representatives  gave  final 
approval,  264-118,  after  the  Senate  okayed  the 
bill,  89-8.  The  law’s  last-minute  HIV 
ammendment  rewords  the  exclusion  policy 
used  by  INS  to  bar  visitors  and  immigrants 
with  HIV.  “Dangerous  contagious  diseases”  are 
changed  to  a  new  category  called 
“communicable  diseases  of  public  health 
significance,”  with  the  HHS  Secretary  naming 
those  illnesses. 

Cole,  a  volunteer  attorney  at  the  Center  for 
Constitutional  Rights,  indicated,  however,  that 
gay  and  lesbian  optimism  about  the  law  is 
shortsighted.  “Reports  of  the  McCarran- Walter 
Act’s  death  are  greatly  exaggerated,”  he 
cautioned.  “Its  spirit  lives  on  in  the  1990 
revisions,  which  continue  to  deny  immigrants 
the  very  freedoms  of  belief  and  association 
upon  which  this  nation  of  immigrants  was 
founded.” 

While  Frank’s  effort  to  repeal  the  INS  ban 
on  gay  men  and  lesbians  is  not  a  new  battle, 
moves  to  lift  the  one  affecting  people  with  HTV 
began  within  the  last  two  years. 

HIV  was  added  to  the  list  of  restricted 
communicable  diseases  by  Congress  after 
Helms  amended  the  Supplemental 
Appropriations  Act  of  1987.  His  measure  has 
been  used  to  bar  foreigners  residing  in  the  U.S. 
from  applying  for  naturalization  as  citizens  and 
to  exclude  tourists,  refugees,  students,  and 
those  with  special  visas  to  teach  or  do 
research. .□ 

Cinci 
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$117  if  protesters  had  paid  the  citations, 
After  finding  the  defendents  guilty  Dec.  13, 
Municipal  Court  Judge  Joseph  Luebbers 
meted  out  fines  from  $20-$  100  based  on 
ability  to  pay  and  past  records. 

The  protests  occured  as  legal  history  was 
made  Sept.  24  when  an  arts  institution  faced 
obscenity  charges  for  the  first  time. 

Chanting  “Art  on  trial,”  more  than  200 
people  filled  the  couty  courthouse  plaza  all 
morning  for  an  anti-censorship  protest  on  the 
trial’s  opening  day. 

The  CAC  and  Barrie  were  indicted  for 
their  exhibition  of  “Robert  Mapplethorpe: 
The  Perfect  Moment”  after  city  police  raided 
the  exhibit’s  packed  opening  and  a  grand 
jury  deemed  unlawful  7  of  175  photographs 
by  the  late  artist. 

Gay  men,  lesbians,  artists,  students,  AIDS 
activists  and  others  outraged  by  the 
unprecedented  criminal  prosecution 
performed  creative  guerilla  theater  and  civil 
disobedience  after  police  declined  to 
intervene.  “The  whole  world  is  laughing,” 
they  chanted.  “The  art  world  is  crying.” 

At  the  time,  city  police  and  county 
sheriff’s  deputies  showed  restraint  and  did 
not  arrest  any  of  the  demonstrators. 
However,  warrants  were  served  later  after 
law  enforcement  officers  viewed  videotapes. 

“It’s  Orwellian,”  said  Wilson,  of  the 
Gay/Lebian  March  Activists  (GLMA), 
referring  to  the  totalitarianism  in  George 
Orwell’s  1984.  GLMA,  Greater  Cincinnati’s 
premier  direct  action  group,  organized  the 
legal  rally  and  a  second  march  upon  release 
of  the  jury’s  verdict 

Ironically,  the  protest  marked  the  201st 
anniversary  of  the  day  the  U.S.  Bill  of 
Rights  was  enacted.  Local  activist/artist  and 
GLMA  facilitator  Scott  MacLarthy  observed 
that  at  that  time  that  Cincinnati  was  “the  last 
to  defend”  the  document. 

At  first,  only  about  10  protesters  were 
willing  to  risk  arrest  for  civil  disobedience 
by  disrupting  lunch-time  traffic.  But  their 
numbers  swelled  when  DeoDle  saw  that 


last  spring. 

Some  protesters  simulated  sex  acts  on  the 
pavement  in  a  take-off  of  “die-ins”  held  by 
activists  portraying  death  due  to  AIDS  (of 
which  Mapplethorpe  died). 

“Freedom  of  expression  under  attack! 
What  do  we  do?  Act  up!  Fight  back!" 
chanted  the  activists  outside  courtroom 
windows. 

The  county  grand  jury  had  found  that  five 
“homo-erotic  or  sadomasochistic’’ 
photographs  are  obscene  and  that  two  other 
illegal  photos  “depict  minors  in  nudity- 
related  materials.”  Conviction  could  have 
cost  Barrie  a  $1000  fine  and  six  months  in 
jail  and  CAC  a  $5000  fine,  on  each  count. 

The  controversy  surrounding  the  exhibit 
first  surfaced  in  Washingon,  D.C.,  last  spring 
when  the  Corcoran  Gallery  canceled  the 
show  because  it  feared  a  Congressional 
uproar.  □ 

Prisoners 
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treatment.  According  to  Greenspan, 
prisoners  with  AIDS  have  difficulty 
obtaining  almost  any  drug  to  treat 
opportunistic  infections. 

While  “no  state  has  a  really  decent 
medical  release  program,”  said  Greenspan, 
New  York  “obviously  should  be  a  model 
state”  because  of  the  large  number  of 
prisoners  with  AIDS.  “If  they  developed  a 
humane  and  sane  policy,  other  states  would 
follow,”  she  said. 

According  to  Potler,  a  medical  parole  bill 
currently  before  the  New  York  State 
legislature  could  help  prisoners  with  AIDS  in 
state  facilities  obtain  compassionate  release. 
“It  really  is  a  very  restrictive  bill,”  she  said. 
“It  is  not  the  wholesale  release  of  people 
with  AIDS.  A  person  would  have  to  be  very, 
very  sick  to  be  released."  In  the  language  of 
the  bill,  a  person  would  have  to  be  “so 
incapacitated  as  to  be  physically  incapable  of 
posing  a  danger  to  society,”  in  order  to  apply 
for  parole,  said  Potler.  However,  she  said,  the 
bill  would  provide  a  mechanism  for  some 
terminally  ill  prisoners  who  have  not  served 
their  minimum  sentence  to  spend  their  last 
months  outside  the  prison  system. 

Medical  parole  would  allow  people  who 
are  very  sick  or  dying  to  be  in  contact  with 
families  and  friends.  “Most  of  prisoners  with 
AIDS  are  from  the  New  York  City  area,” 
said  Potler,  “but  often  they  are  imprisoned  a 
long  way  away,  forcing  family  members  of 
modest  means  to  get  themselves  almost  to 
the  Canadian  border  to  see  a  dying  son  or 
brother.”  Sometimes,  Potler  said,  that  means 
that  prisoners  die  alone. 

In  addition  to  relieving  hardships  on 
families  and  providing  better  opportunities 
for  medical  care,  medical  parole  would  save 
the  state  money.  Potler  estimates  that  the 
annual  cost  to  the  state  of  incarcerating 
prisoners  with  AIDS  is  about  $76,000  per 
prisoner.  “In  this  time  of  fiscal  constraint,  the 
state  is  choosing  the  most  expensive  option 
available,”  she  said. 

However,  Potler  said  that  she  is  not 
hopeful  about  the  possibility  of  passing  the 
bill.  In  spite  being  supported  by  Cuomo,  the 
bill  has  been  opposed  by  Republicans  and 
Democrats  alike.  “The  Willie  Horton  fiasco 
in  the  1988  elections  really  hurt  us  a  lot,” 
said  Potler,  referring  to  then-Presidential 
nominee  George  Bush’s  use  of  the  Willie 
Horton  case  as  a  campaign  weapon.  Horton 
was  released  under  a  program  sponsored  by 
opponent  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  and  later 
convicted  of  rape.  Concluded  Potler,  “In  this 
political  climate,  I  don’t  think  we  can  expect 
much.” 

— filed  from  Boston 

Historians 
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participants  hope  that  their  work  will  benefit 
the  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  community  at 
large. 

Richard  Dye,  chair  of  the  International 
Homophilics  Association  explained,  “Gay 
people  have  presently  have  so  little  material 
on  their  heritage  to  read  about  when  in  fact 
there  is  plenty  of  it  We  need  to  pursue  the 
historical  research  so  the  justification  for 
including  it  in  the  public  school  curriculum 
will  be  obvious  and  overwhelming.” 

Those  interested  in  contacting  the 
Committee  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  History  can 
write  to:  39  E.  Concord  St,  Boston,  MA, 
02118.  □ 
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In  the  late  spring,  when  Melanie 

Kay e/Kantro witz’s  My  Jewish  Face  & 
Other  Stories  had  been  at  our  local 
booksellers  for  only  a  few  days,  I  ran 
into  a  friend  carrying  an  already  dog¬ 
eared  and  worn  copy.  It  was  clear  to 
me  that  despite  my  friend’s  reputation  for  a 
sort  of  puritan  moderation,  she  had  been 
taking  this  book  with  her  everywhere, 
maybe  even  sleeping  with  it.  It  seemed, 
then,  somewhat  redundant  to  ask  if  it  was 
any  good,  especially  given  the  general 
condition  of  her  copy  and  the  firmness  with 
which  my  friend  held  it  in  her  grasp.  But 
ask  I  did.  In  reply,  she  said  nothing. 

Instead,  she  put  her  hand  over  her  heart 
and  scrunched  up  her  face  in  a  way  that 
immediately  conveyed  the  ineffable  beauty, 
wisdom  and  humor  of  this  collection  of 
short  stories. 

Since  that  time.  My  Jewish  Face  has 
gone  into  its  second  printing  and  Melanie 
Kaye/Kantrowitz  has  become  an  even 
brighter  star  on  the  Jewish  lesbian  horizon, 
it  that’s  possible.  After  all,  you’d  think  her 
participation  in  Nice  Jewish  Girls:  A 
Lesbian  Anthology ,  her  book  of  poems  We 
Speak  in  Code ,  her  co-editing  (with  that 
other  national  treasure  Irena  Klepfisz)  of 
The  Tribe  of  Dina:  A  Jewish  Women's 
Anthology ,  and  more  than  twenty  years  of 
activism  would  have  already  insured  her 
footprints  a  place  in  the  cement  outside 
Ratner’s  Dairy  Restaurant.  But  brighter  she 
is.  And  I,  touched  by  greatness  as  my 
friend  Maddy  would  say,  was  lucky  enough 
to  interview  Melanie  this  summer  while  she 
was  still  living  in  Vermont. 

My  Jewish  Face  is  a  collection  of  stories, 
a  collection  with  a  theme.  Many  of  the 
pieces  follow  their  main  character,  Vivian, 
through  her  political  and  personal  journey 
from  the  early  Civil  Rights  Movement  and 
the  heady  days  of  Women’s  Lib,  on  to  the 
Reagan  era  and  the  Intifada,  the  uprising  of 
Palestinians  in  the  Israeli-occupied  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip.  Several  of  the  stories 
parallel  Melanie’s  own  life:  her  childhood  in 
a  non-observant  Jewish  working-class 
home  in  Brooklyn  after  WWII,  her  coming 
out,  her  many  years  of  teaching,  and  her 
experiences  in  the  Jewish  Left. 

But  enough  already  with  this 
introduction.  The  book  you  should  buy, 
borrow,  or  somehow  or  another  mooch  off 
the  publisher,  if  you  can.  As  for  Melanie’s 
words  in  this  interview,  well _ 


Liz:  Did  you  start  writing  like  Vivian 
started  writing,  in  that  section  where  she 
talks  about  the  women’s  movement... 

W1  elanie: Yeah,  I  mean  that  is 
really  pretty  much  what  happened.  I  had 
written  when  I  was  a  kid  but  I  have  to  say 
this,  I  mean  the  idea  of  me  or  somebody  in 
my  family  being  a  writer  or  something  like 
that  was  very,  very  remote.  It  wasn't 
anything  that  seemed  particularly  possible  or 
accessible. 

But  when  I  came  to  college  I  started 
writing,  you  know,  sort  of  grief  tragedy 
poems.  Adolescent-rage- grief-tragedy 
poems.  Injustice  poems.  You  know.  I  guess 
somewhere  around  my  second  year  at  City 
College  I  took  a  writing  class  and  was 
humiliated  about  my  choice  of  subject, 
which  was  my  own  life.  I  was  told  by  my 
male  teacher  that  it  was  boring.  Of  course  I 
took  that  in  and  stopped  writing. 

If  I  think  back  on  that  now,  if  I  had  a 
student  like  me,  I  would  have  encouraged 
her.  It’s  real  obvious  I  would  have 
encouraged  her.  But  I  wasn’t  encouraged,  so 
I  stopped  writing. 

I  think  that’s  why  when  the  womei ’s 
movement  opened  that  up  and  there  ’:,ere 
women  writing  and  the  subject  of  women’s 
lives  was  considered  valid,  it  was  like  this 
huge  whoosh  opening  up.  Because  I  do  think 
that  a  lot  of  women  go  into  studying 
literature  and  a  lot  of  women  end  up  being 
English  majors,  or  loving  books,  and  I  think 
that  part  of  what  goes  with  loving  books  is 
wanting  to  write  also.  It’s  a  natural  thing,  but 
there’s  not  that  much  encouragement  to  do  it, 
there  wasn’t  that  much  encouragement 
during  that  time. 

Liz:  But  then  once  you  got  the 
encouragement  of  the  women’s  movement 
your  writing  came  easily  to  you? 

ft/I  elanie:  It  came  constantly. 
You  know,  there  are  different  levels.  I  think 
what  happened  for  a  number  of  years  is  that 
a  lot  of  us  were  keeping  journals.  There  was 
a  lot  of  interest  and  encouragement  in  what 
different  women  were  writing  and  there 
would  be  these  open  readings  where  you 
could  read  a  poem  or  a  journal  excerpt. 
There  wasn’t  a  lot  of  attention  to  or  interest 
in  form  at  that  point,  and  certainly  not  in 
professionalism.  So,  that  was  one  level  of 
stuff  that  was  going  on  during  the  early 
women’s  movement.  And  I  think  what 
happened  was  things  got  published  here  and 
there. 

But  I  have  to  say  that  it’s  still  like  a  long, 
long  way  from  that  to  looking  at  this  book 
which  is  all  by  me.  I’m  still  sort  of  stunned 
by  it  even  though  now  I’ve  been  involved 
with  poetry  for  a  long  time.  I  co-edited  The 
Tribe  of  Dina  and  all  of  those  are  publishing 
things,  they’re  solid  objects  you  can  end  up 
holding  in  your  hand  and  looking  at.  But  it  is 
very  different  with  this  book,  and  I  myself 
am  really  stunned  by  how  I  got  from  that 
place  of  sharing  things  at  open  women’s 
readings  to  here.  And  partly  because  not 
everybody  who  was  part  of  those  open 
women’s  readings  ended  up  making  it. 

Liz  :  What  happened  to  them? 

ft/I  elanie:  It’s  an  interesting 
question.  Some  people  went  on  to  other 
things.  I  think  a  lot  of  women  got  scooped  up 
by  the  business  of  survival.  I  think  I  was 
lucky  in  that  I  was  also  teaching.  Even  when 
I  was  barely  making  a  living  doing  it,  I  still 
made  my  living  off  books  and  ideas.  And, 
also,  I  was  teaching  writing.  I  think  for  a 
long  time,  even  when  I  wasn’t  publishing,  or 
had  very  little  to  do  with  other  professional 
writers — which  was  a  lot  of  my  life — I  did 
have  a  lot  to  do  with  the  mostly  women 
students  I  was  teaching.  If  I  were  going  to 
have  any  kind  of  credibility  with  myself  I 
had  to  take  seriously  what  I  was  telling  , 
which  was  that  their  work  mattered,  and  that 
they  should  make  the  time  to  do  it.  In  part, 
my  students  kept  me  honest  and  kept  me 
writing. 

I’m  no  longer  a  publisher.  But  I  loved  the 
kind  of  a  seamlessness  there  is  about  being  a 
writer  and  a  teacher  and  a  publisher,  and  an 
editor.  And  all  of  those  kind  of  go  together 
— trying  to  bring  stories  into  words  and 
words  into  attention,  and  voices  into  hearing. 
That’s  very  important  and  needed. 

Liz  :  So  are  you  Vivian? 

Melanie:  Am  I  Vivian!?!  You 
know,  I  have  to  say  “no”  because  there’s 
certainly  enough  fictionalization  that  goes 
on.  In  most  of  the  stories  that  I  wrote,  there 
was  an  “I.”  The  “I"  was  me  in  that  moment, 
but  that’s  no  longer  the  same  me  that’s 
talking  now.  I  started  those  stories  in  ’87  and 
some  of  them  are  about  things  that  happened 
much  longer  ago  than  that.  So  it’s  “I”  as  a 
writer  looking  back  on  things  that  had 
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happened  a  long  time  ago,  and  talking  about 
them. 

So  in  that  way  Vivian  is  already  really  a 
construct.  And  then  talking  about  them  now, 
I’m  not  even  the  person  who  wrote  those 
stories  anymore.  So  it  has  made  me  realize 
something  about  fictionalization  and 
autobiographical  writing  and  reality  and  how 
you  pin  it  down:  it’s  partly  deliberate 
fiddling  with  what  I  remember,  that’s  partly 
remembering  it  wrong,  and  partly  [the  fact 
that]  whenever  you  ask  two  people  what 
happened,  they’ll  give  you  different  answers. 

Liz  :  Is  Grace  Paley  one  of  your  major 
influences?  The  story  “The  Woman  in 
Purple”  felt  very  much  like  what  Grace 
Paley  writes. 

ft/1  elanie:  It’s  funny  because 
Grace  was  one  of  the  readers  for  the  book 
and  I  don’t  know  if  she  would  see  that.  I 
certainly  see  that. 

Probably  a  lot  of  these  stories  wouldn’t 
have  been  possible  without  Grace.  There’s  a 
voice. ..that  smart-assed  New  Yorker  voice 
that  is  very,  very  wise  and  also  doesn’t  think 
it  knows  all  the  answers.  I  think  that  voice 
not  only  came  very  naturally  to  me  but  also 
was  an  enormous  relief  because  it  is  a 
humble  voice  in  a  way.  It  doesn’t  think  it 
knows  everything,  which  is  very  much 
Grace’s  voice.  And  it  was  like  “Oh,  you  can 
write  without  being  this  somehow 
omniscient  voice...or  without  having  it  all 
summed  up.”  So,  I  don’t  know  if  I  would  say 
Grace  is  an  influence.  I  read  her  stories  and 
try  to  do  it  like  that,  but  I  think  she  opened 
up  possibilities. 

Most  of  my  influences  as  an  adult  are 
women  writers,  mostly  Jewish  women,  are 
wrangling  with  history,  that  relationship 
between  the  individual  and  history.  And  with 
that  point  where,  as  an  individual,  you’re 
trying  to  insert  yourself  into  history,  against 
all  odds. 

Liz:  Vivian’s  always  trying  to  figure 
out  what  the  hell  it  is  to  be  a  Jew,  which  to 
me  seems  to  the  constant  state  for  the  non¬ 
observant — trying  to  figure  out  if  you're 
doing  it  right.  For  some  of  the  other 
characters  the  question  is  settled,  and  for 
some  it’s  not.  Do  you  feel  that  what  it  is  to 
be  a  Jew  is  a  defined  thing? 

ft/I  G I  a  n  I  e :  No,  I  don’t.  There  are 
times  in  my  life  when  that  question  has 
seemed  more  prominent  than  others  and 
sometimes  it  sort  of  sashays  over  to  the 
wings  a  little  bit.  This  feels  like  one  of  those 
times,  when  I’m  not  asking  that  much  “What 
does  it  mean  to  be  a  Jew?"  but  “How  do  you 
act  Jewishly?  How  do  you  do  politics  from  a 
Jewish  place?”  To  me  this  means  not  only 
having  to  understand  what  I  mean  by  being  a 
Jew  but  what  do  a  lot  of  other  Jews  mean  by 
being  a  Jew?  And  where  are  they  and  how 
can  I  connect  with  them  that  is  most  decent 
and  try  to  channel  that  into  shaping  this  very 
dangerous  world  we’re  living  in.  So  I  think 
that's  more  what  I’m  operating  with. 

But  a  lot  of  the  questioning  that  has  gone 
on  is  because  I  grew  up  taking  it  for  granted 
that  Jewish  is  “normal.”  And  then  gradually 
kind  of  recognizing  that  it  was  far  from 
normal  apd  also  that  normal  was  all  that  I 
knew  about  it. 

So  there's  been  a  lot  of  learning.  What’s 
Jewish  history?  What  has  it  been  to  be  a 
Jew?  What  are  different  people  doing  with  it 
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now?  And  recognizing  that  it’s  something 
you  choose.  That  some  people  choose  to  go 
to  this  or  that  synagogue  and  that  solves  it 
for  them.  I  think  for  me,  ’cause  I’m  not 
religious.  I  haven’t  changed  from  being  an 
atheist  really  since  I  was  pretty  young  so  it’s 
much  more  a  pick-and-choose  kind  of  thing. 
“I  like  this,  I  don’t  like  that  This  is  the  part 
of  Jewish  tradition  that  matters  to  me.” 

I  think  that’s  a  very  Jewish  thing  to  do,  to 
choose  from  the  tradition.  I  also  think  that  by 
trying  to  hook  up  with  some  kind  of  a 
community  is  a  very  Jewish  thing.  I  don’t 
think  that  being  Jewish  is  something  you  can 
do  that  well  alone.  Even  though  that’s 
sometimes  how  I’ve  had  to  do  it  because  of 
where  I’ve  been. 

Liz:  Can  you  talk  about  your  political 
activity  around  the  intifada? 

Melanie:  I  guess  I  first  started 
following  the  Israeli/Palestinian  conflict  with 
some  attention  in  the  late  ’70s  or  early  '80s.  I 
was  saving  articles  that  would  very  rarely 
show  up  in  papers  about  the  Israeli  peace 
movement.  I  knew  because  of  different  work 
that  I  had  done  on  violence  against  women 
that  the  only  way  to  stay  focused  on  that 
issue  was  to  also  be  collecting  examples  of 
resistance.  It  was  the  only  way  you  could 
really  tolerate  dealing  with  this  subject.  It 
was  the  same  thing  when  I  started  learning 
more  than  just  the  bare  minimum  about  the 
Holocaust  that  I  also  knew  that  I  needed  to 
look  for  examples  of  resistance  and  to 
recognize  the  variety  of  resistance.  But  what 
all  of  that  taught  me,  particularly  with  the 
Holocaust,  is  that  there  always  is  resistance. 
Whatever  is  going  on  there  are  always 
people  who  are  fighting  back  against  it. 

So  when  I  was  looking  at  the 
Israeli/Palestinian  conflict,  it  was  always 
described  in  very  polarized  terms.  Since  I 
was  on  the  left,  the  version  that  I  was  hearing 
was  extremely  anti-Israel,  that  Israel  was  this 
monolith.  I  knew  that  a  lot  of  that  was 
bullshit.  I  also  knew  that  a  lot  of  what  was 
coming  out  of  the  mainstream  was  bullshit, 
because  most  of  what  is  coming  out  of 
anywhere  is  bullshit,  right? 

So,  I  began  looking  for  the  Israeli  peace 
movement,  which  I  knew  had  to  exist,  and  in 
fact,  it  did.  And  then  the  invasion  of 
Lebanon  happened,  which  coincided  on  a 
smaller  scale  in  this  country  with  an 
emergence  of  Jewish  questioning  in  the 
feminist  movement  and  the  Jewish  lesbian 
movement.  Nice  Jewish  Girls  was  published. 
All  that  happened  around  the  same  time. 

So,  on  the  one  hand  there  was  this 
assertion  of  proud  Jewish  lesbian  identity, 
and  on  the  other  this  recognition  that 
something  had  gone  truly  awry.  The  Israeli 
invasion  of  Lebanon  was  a  real  mark  of  a 
kind  of  state  of  emergency  which  has 
emerged  again  with  the  intifada. 

So  I  went  to  Israeli  in  late  ’84  and  ’85 
with  Irena  Klepfisz  to  work  on  The  Tribe  of 
Dina  which  wasn’t  even  called  The  Tribe  of 
Dina  then,  it  was  still  an  anthology  of  work 
by  Jewish  women.  We  went  to  look  for 
Israeli  women  who  were  engaged  in  peace 
work  and  feminist  work  and  found  them. 
When  the  intifada  broke  out,  I  had  close 
friends  in  Israel  and  I  was  already  involved 
in  that  peace  work — some  stuff  with  New 
Jewish  Agenda.  It  was  clear  that  this  was  a 
very  critical  thing  that  was  happening  and  I 
wanted  to  focus  attention  on  it. 

So  what  did  we  do?  I  organized  a  couple 
of  vigils  here,  that  was  the  first  thing.  But 
doing  Middle  East  vigil  work  in  Vermont  is  a 
funny  thing.  It’s  not  clear  who  you’re 
speaking  to  or  who  you’re  speaking  against. 
I  know  some  people  felt  funny  about  it, 
because  in  some  ways  it’s  like  speaking  into 
a  void.  Most  people  in  Vermont  don’t  even 
know  what  a  Jew  is,  much  less  where  the 
Middle  East  is,  much  less  why  this  matters 
or  what  this  has  to  do  with  anything. 

There’s  always  the  fear  in  bringing  up  the 
issue  without  a  lot  of  context  and 
explanation  that  you’re  simply  going  to  fuel 
anti-Semitism,  and  people  are  going  to  walk 
away  from  it  thinking  that  Israel  is  the  worst 
country  in  the  world  and  shouldn’t  exist.  I 
think  what’s  happened  to  me  over  the  past 


two-and-a-half  years  that  the  intifada  has 
been  going  is  a  sense  that  we  sort  of  have  to 
bite  the  bullet  on  the  fear.  That  fear  doesn’t 
change,  that  everything  always  will  be  used 
against  us,  and  this  is  definitely  a  time  of 
rising  anti-Semitism. 

But  I  feel  like  it’s  my  responsibility  as  a 
Jew,  and  it’s  our  responsibility  as  progressive 
Jews,  to  encourage  people  in  our  community 
to  push  through  their  fear  about  how  this 
stuff  is  going  to  be  used  and  just  say  to 
people  "What  are  you  going  to  do  with  the 
Palestinians?  They’re  there.  Are  you  going 
to  make  them  disappear?  You  can’t  continue 
to  rule  over  them.  There  is  no  status  quo.” 
Either  you  make  them  disappear  or  you  talk 
about  a  state. 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  discussing  these 
questions  openly?  What  does  it  mean  to  be 
discussing  openly  the  issue  of  human  rights 
abuses  in  Israel  when  anti-Semitism  is  on  the 
rise?  You  know,  it  calls  up  all  the  fears.  But  I 
don’t  know  what  else  to  do,  so  you  have  to 
get  on  with  what  needs  doing. 

Liz  :  Have  you  found  people  in  the 


larger  Jewish  feminist  movement  to  be 
supportive?  What’s  been  the  reaction  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  as  a  whole? 

M  elanle:  The  people  who 
seem  to  care  the  most  about  this  issue,  in  my 
experience,  are  Jews  and  Arabs,  including 
Palestinians.  A  lot  of  other  people  have 
tended  to  back  off  the  issue,  except  for  a 
very  small  [part  of  the]  left.  I  mean  the  left  in 
this  country  is  very  small  compared  to  say, 
the  gay  and  lesbian  movement. 

You  know  aside  from  those  people  who 
manage  to  stay  very  well  informed,  who 
have  positions  on  these  issues,  mostly  it’s 
Jews  and  Arabs  and  Palestinians  who  care. 
And  I  know  mostly  about  what’s  going  on  in 
the  Jewish  community,  which  is  a  continual 
opening  on  the  issue.  It  is  much  slower  than 
I  want  it  to  be.  And  with  a  lot  more 
resistance  than  I  wish  there  were. 

I  don’t  know  what  to  say  about  it,  because 
it’s  not  like  you  can  say  “Oh  well,  this  is  too 
slow.  I’m  not  going  to  do  it  anymore.” 
There’s  nothing  else  to  do  but  keep  pushing. 

But  since  I  have  been  speaking  on  this 
issue  for  a  while,  the  change  that  I’m  finding 
is  in  what  I’d  call  “mainstream,"  although 
not  always  affiliated  Jews,  like  parents’ 
friends,  or  the  kind  of  people  who  are  in 
those  stories  at  the  aid  of  my  book.  They’ve 
changed  in  the  last  few  years.  The  intifada 
has  marked  something  for  them  too.  The 
Palestinians  have  become  more  visible  for 
them. 

You  know,  if  you’re  a  decent  human 
being,  it’s  real  hard  to  justify  breaking 
children’s  arms  or  this  continual  army,  army, 
army.  I  think  that's  really  beginning  to 
penetrate  people  beyond  the  fear  of  “This  is 
an  anti- Jewish  plot,”  which  is  not  a  crazy 
fear,  you  know.  It’s  a  real  fear.  What  I  see  is 


people  wrestling  with  that  and  trying  to  take 
in  the  information.  I  think  it’s  really  at  a 
point  of  needing  to  be  moved  beyond 
because  the  issue  is,  for  those  of  us  who  are 
here  or  Americans,  then  there’s  “What  is  our 
responsibility?”  We’re  not  in  Israel.  I  can 
imagine  what  I  would  be  doing  if  I  were  in 
Israel.  That  seons  very  clear  to  me.  What’s 
harder  to  figure  out  is  what  to  do  here. 

Liz  :  In  your  work  in  the  mainstream 
Jewish  community,  do  you  find  any  segue 
between  your  work  against  the  intifada  and 
your  lesbian  identity?  Are  you  ostracized  for 
being  a  dyke? 

Melanie:  No.  It’s  funny.  I 
mean  obviously  there  are  people  who  totally 
ostracize  me  because  I’m  a  dyke.  But  one  of 
the  benefits  of  having  some  stuff  in  print  and 
being  a  little  bit  known — there’s  one  thing 
about  the  Jewish  community:  it  respects 
books.  So  I  have  this  written  stuff  and  that 
means  that  people  are  willing  to  listen  to  me. 
But  beyond  that.  I’m  already  identified  as  a 
lesbian,  so  people  who  want  to  ostracize  me 


don’t  ask  me  to  come  speak,  or  don’t  show 
up  what  I  do. 

I  think  it’s  because  I’ve  been  very 
involved  now  with  different  Jewish 
community  stuff  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
Tribe  of  Dina  is  a  very  Jewish  book.  I  mean 
Nice  Jewish  Girls  is  a  Jewish  book  that  was 
really  for  the  lesbian  community,  although  I 
have  to  say  a  lot  of  Jewish  straight  women 
read  it  and  were  blown  away  by  it.  It 
obviously  said  something  to  them  too  about 
Jewish  women’s  strength.  But  I  think  The 
Tribe  of  Dina  even  more  so  is  very  grounded 
in  the  Jewish  community,  so  people  look  at 
that  book  and  then  they  hear  me  speak,  and 
it’s  clear  that  I’m  not  coming  from  the 
.  outside  with  this  weirdo  perspective. 

Whatever  their  discomfort  is  about  my 
being  a  lesbian,  they  have  to  hear  that  I’m 
theirs.  In  fact  that’s  what  I  say  when  I’ve 
done  some  speaking  in  the  Jewish 
community  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights.  That’s 
one  of  the  things  about  being  in  a  small 
community  like  this  one  in  Vermont,  you 
end  up  being  sort  of  a  multi-issue  person. 
One  of  the  things  that  I  say  is  “You  have  to 
stick  up  for  me  because  I’m  yours.”  And  I 
think  that  Jews — outside  of  places  like  New 
York  and  the  large  Jewish  communities 
where  people  don’t  feel  as  much  of  a  need 
for  each  other  and  are  engaged  in  large 
sectarian  battles — in  the  smaller  Jewish 
communities,  there  tends  to  be  more  of  a 
sense  of  needing  to  listoi  to  each  other.  You 
know,  among  a  lot  of  Jews  there’s  a  sense  of 
relief  in  finding  another  Jew  who  likes  being 
a  Jew  and  who’s  willing  to  talk  about  it. 

Liz:  Are  your  politics  separate  from 
your  writing? 

Melanie:  They’re  really  not.  I 


think  that  if  I  weren’t  concerned  about 
politics,  and  if  I  didn’t  think  that  writing  had 
a  political  impact,  I  probably  wouldn’t 
write.  J  mean.  I’m  sure  I  would  write,  but  I 
don’t  know  that  I'd  publish.  I  don’t  know 
that  I’d  re-write,  and  I  don’t  know  that  I’d 
publish.  But  the  whole  idea  of  trying  to  have 
an  impact  with  your  words,  to  me  that  means 
you  try  to  have  an  impact  towards 
something.  You  know.  I’m  thinking  in  terms 
of  change,  because  one  of  the  most  important 
focuses  in  my  life  has  been  being  political. 
It’s  like  my  favorite  thing  in  a  way,  to  be 
engaged  in  mass  movements.  I  like  it.  I  liked 
it  in  the  ’60s,  I  like  it  again  now.  I  mean,  I 
see  it  happening.  I  hope  it  happens;  I  hope  I 
get  to  participate  in  another  round  of  very 
active  stuff.  So  I  want  to  write  about  it.  I 
don’t  think  that’s  been  written  about  that 
much.  There’s  not  a  lot  people  who  do  that 
stuff.  And  even  people  who  are  involved  in 
political  stuff,  like  Grace  Paley,  don’t 
particularly  write  about  it.  Her  characters 
aren’t  necessarily  engaged  in  political  work. 
And  I  like  reading  about  people  who  are 
doing  this.  I  think  we  all  need  to  see  it  in 
action,  to  see  how  people  live  with  it.  So  in 
that  way,  it’s  one  of  the  things  that  I  like 
about  some  of  the  stories  in  this  book  that 
there  are  such  stages  of  political  activity. 

I  have  written  and  continue  to  write 
essays,  which  are  more  specific  and  more 
overtly  about  politics.  But  in  essays  you 
always  have  to  come  up  with  answers.  You 
have  to  come  up  with  what  you  think  about 
this  and  what  directions  we  should  be  going 
in. 

But  with  fiction,  there’s  a  tremendous 
freedom.  You  can  be  in  your  confusion  and 
express  the  point  you’re  actually  at.  And 
especially  in  the  late  ’80s,  as  you  say, 
Vivian’s  wrestling  with  this  stuff,  the  other 
characters  are  wrestling  with  this  stuff,  what 
do  you  do?  Those  are  my  own  questions, 
“What  do  you  do?”  but  you  don’t  write  an 
essay  necessarily  saying  “What  do  you 
do?” You  don’t  give  a  speech  necessarily 
saying  “What  do  you  do?”  but  people  and 
characters  wrestle  with  those  questions.  And 
it’s  been  a  relief  for  me  to  be  able  to  write 
about  that  uncertainty. 

Liz  :  You’re  always  writing  about 
exile. 

Melanie::  I  guess  I  am,  yeah. 

Liz:  And  the  exile — that  ever-present 
Jewish  theme — is  really  more  than  the  exile 
from  the  promised  land... 

Melanie:  For  me  it’s  really  the 
exile  from  Brooklyn.  [Laughter]  I  have  to 
say  I’m  in  diaspora  from  Brooklyn. 
Although  there’s  also  a  section  in  the  book 
called  “War  Stories:  The  Diaspora”  and 
that’s  really  about  being  in  exile  just  from 
the  women’s  movement.  From  that  time 
when  there  was  something  I  would  call  “The 
Women’s  Community.” 

Whatever  the  circumstances  were  in  my 
life  that  caused  me  to  leave,  it  was  a  very 
different  set  of  experiences — being  in 
isolation.  So  that’s  something  that  I’ve 
thought  about  a  lot — what  it  means  to  be  in 
isolation,  what  it  means  to  be  in  community, 
what  it  means  to  be  involved  in  Jewish 
politics  and  living  in  Vermont. 

Liz:  So,  can  we  get  back  to  the 
struggle? 

M elanle:  Oh,  the  struggle, 
yeah.  Which  struggle? 

Liz:  You  know,  the  personal/political 
struggle.  The  character  of  Vivian — at  one 
point  she’s  suicidal  and  it  was  really  through 
her  participation  in  politics  that  she  learned 
to  love  herself.  Is  any  of  that  your 
experience? 

IN/I  elanle:  Yeah.  You  know  I 
think  I  could  say  I  “imprinted”  on  radical 
politics.  At  a  time  when  nothing  else  really 
made  sense,  and  when  I  was  in  a  lot  of 
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If  I  were  going  to 
have  any  kind  of 
credibility  with  myself 
I  bad  to  take  seriously 
what  I  was  telling 
[my  students],  which 
was  that  their  work 
mattered,  and  that 
they  should  make  the 
time  to  do  it.  In  part, 
my  students  kept  me 
honest  and  kept 
me  writing. 


Alix 

Continued  from  backpage 

amassed  quite  a  collection  of  expressions  we 
use  to  say  “lesbian,”  and  now  she  has 
bundled  them  together  in  a  song. 

She’s  a  BD  (baby  Dyke) 

She’s  a  PD  (possible,  probable) 

She’s  a  DD  (she’s  a  definite  dyke) 

She’s  a  POU  (positively  one  of  us)... 

She  looks  a  bit  sus.  She  must  be  of 
the  faith... 

She’s  a  campass,  a  kiwi  fruit  from 
Aotearoa  [New  Zealand]... 

She’s  on  the  bike.  Camp  as  a  row  of 
tents. 

She’s  a  “how’s-your-mother?”  over 
in  Dublin 

She’s  a  “whatever-you’re-having"  in 
Belfast... 

She’s  the  Church  of  England.  She's 
ginger... 

She  shops  at  Tescoes 
A  Sister  of  the  Inclination... 

She’s  elite  in  Scotland.  Auch  eye. 

Zap!... 

You  get  the  idea.  Are  you  psyched  to  go 
off  and  talk  to  a  bunch  of  lesbians  from 
everywhere?  I  thought  so. 

Alix  Dobkin  obviously  finds  lesbians 
endlessly  interesting  and  inspiring.  Sure,  we 
all  know  that  we’re  also  opinionated, 
contentious,  irritating,  and  generally  difficult 
But  regular  evidence  of  Alix’s  esteem  can 
remind  us  of  what  we  want  to  be,  and  cause 
us  to  return  some  of  our  loving  attention  to 
ourselves.  As  more  and  more  singers  say 
implicitly  or  explicitly  that  they  love  their 
women  audiences  to  death  “BUT...,”  it’s 
good  for  us  to  be  reminded  that  there’s 
someone  for  whom  we  aren’t  becoming 
insignificant  or  an  encumbrance.  We  need 
some  of  that  strong  medicine  to  stay 
centered,  and  to  continue  caring  about 
lesbians  when  the  rest  of  the  world  is 
clamoring  for  us  to  care  about  everyone  but 
ourselves.  □ 

Caroline  Foty  will  review  new  releases  by 
Ferron,  Ruth  Barrett,  Toshi  Reagon,  Libana, 
Reel  World,  Judy  Small,  Adrienne  Torf  and, 
of  course,  more  in  upcoming  issues  of  GCN. 

Melanie 
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pain. ...You  know,  I  want  to  be  careful  talking 
about  this  because  people  often  talk  about 
radical  politics  as  something  you  should 
outgrow,  that  it’s  the  product  of  neurosis  or 
something.  You  don’t  hear  this  quite  so  much 
any  more  as  political  action  is  getting  popular 
again,  thank  god.  For  a  long  time  it  was 
talked  about  as  neurosis,  rebellion  against  the 
father,  all  this  kind  of  language  which  I  don’t 
think  is  true. 

I  think  what’s  true  is  that,  for  whatever 
reason,  I  was  the  kind  of  kid  who  was 
seeking  meaning.  And  politics  was  were  I 
found  it.  Suddenly  I  was  in  the  world  where 
what  you  did  and  what  you  cared  about,  in 
some  way  who  you  were  in  essence,  mattered 
much  more.  And  I  had  that  first  vision  that 
I’ve  heard  a  lot  of  people  actually  talk  about 
in  connection  with  the  civil  rights  movement, 
a  vision  of  some  kind  of  community  that  was 
striving  for  something.  People  would  really 
care  about  each  other,  take  care  of  each 
other. 

It’s  a  language  that  we  heard  echoed  a  lot 
in  the  women’s  movement.  I  think  each  time 
a  movement  comes,  part  of  what  people  are 
responding  to  is  a  vision  of  how  people 
should  be  relating  to  each  other  instead  of 
what  we  see  around  us.  For  me,  that’s  the 
biggest  version  I  can  think  of  of  love,  and  it 
isn’t  as  though  it  replaces  personal 
relationships,  but  ...  I’ve  never  really  been 
quite  happy  when  I’m  apart  from  that,  as  I 
have  been  at  times  in  my  life.  I  always  feel  as 
if  something’s  missing,  and  what's  missing  is 
being  connected  to  a  much  larger  world  than 
I’m  living  in.  □ 

Families 

Continued  from  page  3 

told  GCN.  “Nor,  some  would  say,  is  it  even 
the  most  desirable  kind  of  family.  The 
extended  family  portion  of  this  bill  addresses 
the  issue  of  reinscribing  the  nuclear  family," 
she  said. 

Some  local  lesbian  and  gay  activists, 
while  praising  the  proposed  ordinance, 
expressed  concern  over  the  timing  of  its 
introduction.  “We  have  to  look  at  the 
political  risk  involved,"  Gary  Daffin,  co¬ 
chair  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Caucus,  told  GCN.  “Six  months 
from  now,  we  are  going  to  be  in  a  fight  for 
our  lives  over  the  gay  rights  law,  and  the 
other  side  is  going  to  point  to  this  and  say, 
’This  isn’t  all  they  want — they  want  gay 
marriage,  they  want  to  destroy  the  family,”’ 
said  Daffin,  referring  to  fears  that  right- 
wingers  may  try  again  this  year  to  hold  a 


referendum  on  the  gay  rights  law.  He  added, 
“That’s  not  a  reason  not  to  do  it,  but  I  hope 
that  people  know  that’s  what  this  opens  up.” 

Backers,  however,  are  upbeat.  “This  is  a 
very,  very  important  bill,”  said  Scondras, 
adding,  “and  I  think  we  can  win.”  □ 
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GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  New s,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  RO.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 

Extremely  shy  GWF  physicist  returning  to  Boston 
after  5  year  absence  seeks  professional  women  for 
friendship  and  romance.  GCN  Box  500  (fw35) 


NEW  YEAR'S  RESOLUTION 

WLF  38  resolves  to  meet  warm,  secure  WLF  32-42. 
Someone  who  loves  movies,  sports,  music, 
socializing.  Not  into  game  players,  smokers  or 
heavy  drug-usage.  (28) 


GWM  single  attractive  44.  Tall  trim  masculine 
professional.  Seeks  an  in  shape  homy  top  over  65  to 
give  great  service  to  on  a  regular  basis.  No  hassles 
drugs  or  booze.  GCN  Box  444  (fr27) 

DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures, 
collectibles  &  services  for  the  flea  market  to  benefit 
Pride  Committee  &  G&L  Community  Ctr.  Pics  (of 
goods)  helpful  but  not  ness.!  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  &  friendly  pick-up. 

YOU  WANT  IT-NOW  YOU  GOT  IT! 

Better  than  a  Dating  Service  but  less  "Bullshit"  than 
phone  lines,  REAL  MEN  CLUB,  for  a  lover,  new 
friend,  or  group  fun  (617)  848-0027  (27) 

TOP  BY  DAY,  BOTTOM  BY  NIGHT 

I  want  a  MAN  who  is  assertive,  aggressive  and 
masculine.  Who  gets  turned  on  by  the  thought  of  a 
hairy  dark  Italian  waiting  to  fuck  him.  Fm  6"2”.  225 
lbs,  under  thirty  and  all  hair,  including  on  my  face. 

I  like  to  Fuck,  and  enjoy  a  number  of  other  activities 
both  vanilla  and  as  a  serious  player.  My  partners 
need  to  be  able  to  be  my  equal  at  all  times,  someone 
who  doesn't  equate  being  a  bottom  with  weakness  or 
passivity.  Contact  Box  230,  GCN. 

OBSCENE  PHONE  CALLS 

J/O  Heaven!  Send  me  your  number  and  best  times  to 
call  and  Ill  curl  your  toes  with  my  nasty  mouth.  Tell 
me  what  you  like  and  this  GM  will  tell  you  what  you. 
want  to  hear.  You  won't  regret  it  1  GCN  Box 

Charming  Providence  girl  seeks  your  immediate 
attention.  You  must  enjoy  naps,  fine  food,  drink, 
books  and  films  (must  appreciate  the  fact  that  the 
Brattle  has  reopened  in  Cambridge)  and  have  no 
strong  aversion  to  lounging  or  having  a  cocktail  5:00 
PM.  1  am  23.  I  am  looking  for  someone  to  have 
good  conversations  and  good  sex  with  this  winter. 
Age  and  race  unimportant.  If  you  are  someone  who 
knows  when  you  deserve  a  day  off,  maybe  you'd  like 
to  spend  one  with  me.  Write  to  GCN  Box  DUS 


A  plus  if  you  are  into  Sinead  and  have  a  great  sense 
of  style.  Let's  talk!  GCN  Box  405 


JUNIOR  VARSITY  WOMEN 

There  was  a  young  dyke  down  at  Yale 

who  in  Beantown  left  quite  a  trail 

Of  sad  broken  hearts 

who  on  cupids  fierce  darts 

Had  their  hopes  and  their  feelings  impaled 

It  was  useless  to  beg  and  to  plead 
She  was  deaf  to  all  phone  calls  of  need 
She  would  work  until  late 
With  no  thought  of  the  fate 
Of  those  left  behind  here  to  bleed 

Now,  more  than  one  lover  was  trouble 
Though  a  fan  club  was  also  unsubtle 
But  to  keep  us  all  waiting 
While  you  two  are  debating 
Will  soon  burst  our  fantasized  bubble. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Volunteers  are  needed  to  help  organize  a  celebration 
of  the  Women's  Center  20th  anniversary.  If  you  are 
interested  and/or  have  some  suggestions  about  what 
kind  of  event  to  have,  please  call  Judy  at  354-8807. 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 

SUBMISSIONS  SOUGHT 

Fiction  Anthology:  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting.  Varied 
experiences,  prose  only.  Contributors  paid.  Deadline 
4/30/91.  Double  space.  SASE.  To:  Parenting 
Anthology  152  Kittredge  St  Boston,  MA  02131 

(25) 

CHER  SOCIETY 

ACTRESS  SINGER  VAMP! 

PO  Box  770255  New  Orleans  LA  70117  (our  club  is 
worldwide  and  honors  our  innocent  vixen  and  oscar 
winning  honest  sensual  superstar  and  potential  future 
.President).  (29) 

Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  SI  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


GCN  SPECIALS 


URBAN  REDECORATION! 

GCN  could  use  a  lot  of  redocoration,  too  .  Do  you 
have  any  couches  or  chairs  that  you  no  longer  need? 
Think  about  donating  them  to  your  favorite  weekly! 
Call  426-4469.  Thanks! 


r Yay Yo m"m"un1ty" ii e ws  class iheds  "■ 


My  heading  is 


Max 


FLAMER! 

20  characters 


BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S<  per  word  (3S«  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  'st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x_ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_  number  of  runs)  $. 
.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10°?o  $. 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  1 5 Wo  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I'm  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  5  . 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  54  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 

_ inches  x  $15  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


MARKETING  MANAGER 

Gay  and  lesbian  publisher  seeks  marketing  director 
with  minimum  three  years  of  relevant  experience. 
Responsibilities  will  include  selling  to  bookstores 
and  coordinating  direct-mail  and  special  sales. 
Resume  and  salary  history  to  Sash  Alyson,  Alyson 
Publications,  40  Plympton  St,  Boston,  MA  02118 

(26) 

WORK  FOR  PEACE 

Change  U.S.  policy  towards  Central  America.  The 
Central  America  Solidarity  Assoc,  is  hiring  evening 
phonebankers  $7.15  average  hourly  pay.  492-8699. 
Rebecca  or  Pam. 


RESIDENT  MANAGER 

for  North  Shore  battered  women's  shelter. 
Responsibilities  include  being  availabe  to  residents 
from  9  pm- 11  pm,  Sun  through  Thurs,  and  for 
emergencies  overnight;  supervising  chores; 
facilitating  meetings,  orienting  new  residents.  Salary 
$7500-  $9,000  plus  room  and  private  bathroom. 
Ideal  for  graduate  student.  Bilingual  abilities  helpful. 
Resumes  only  to  Administrative  Assistant,  HAWC, 
9  Crombie  St.,  Salem,  MA  01970.  Application 
deadline  1.25.91.  AA/EOE.  (24) 


Executive  Director  Santa  Cruz  Aids  Project. 
Responsible  for  Administration  of  AIDS  Education 
and  Client  Support  Programs  in  SC  County. 
Demonstrated  successful  experience  in  budget  and 
personnel  management,  fund  development  and  grant 
writing,  and  community  relations.  Ability  to  work 
effectively  with  diverse  populations.  Spanish¬ 
speaking  prefered.  Competitive  salary  and  excellent 
benefits.  Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Personnel 
Committee,  Santa  Cruz  AIDS  Project,  P.O.  Box 
5142,  Santa  Cruz,  California,  95063  (408)  427-3900 

(24) 

HELP  WANTED! 

Data  entry —  GCN  is  about  to  enter  it's  next  phase  of 
development.  We  have  been  slowly  integrating  a 
computerized  accounting  system.  We  need  two 
volunteers  To  help  the  Coor.  Editor  to  imput  the  rest 
of  the  records  so  we  will  have  complete  information 
in  the  system.  If  you  are  experienced  with  entry  and 
would  like  to  donate  some  time  to  us — please  call 
288-4468  and  ask  to  speak  to  Frank  Strona.  Thanks! 

PART-  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendents  to  assist  female  disabled 
activist.  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have  a 
driver's  liscense  and  be  responsible,  mature  and 
energetic.  Weekends  $190.  Call  731-6228.  (28) 

Easy  work!  Excellent  pay!  Assemble  products  at 
home.  Call  for  information  504-641-8003  Ext.  2785 

(25) 


MULTICULTURAL  AIDS  COALITION 

Seeks  a  Director  of  Development  to  plan  and 
mangage  all  resource  development  activities  of  a 
growing  organization.  Includes:  fundraising  plans, 
systems  and  proceedures,  individual  donor  base, 
contracts  with  public  agencies,  long  range  financial 
planning.  Qualifications:  3  years  professional 
experience  of  direct  development  work  with 
demonstrated  success,  strong  communication  and 
writing  skills  a  must,  ability  to  work  closely  with  a 
multicultural  constituency  and  knowlege  of  relevant 
program  areas:  public  health,  community 
organization,  public  policy  advocacy  and  education, 
social  services.  Send  resume  by  1/18/91  to 
Executive  Director,  MAC,  566  Columbus  Ave., 
Boston  02116.  (25) 

Have  you  ever  thought  about  volunteering  at  GCN? 
We  have  jobs  open  for  all  different  kinds  of 
work — from  stuffing  the  paper  to  proof  reading;from 
writing  newsnotes  to  helping  recycle.  We  also  have 
interning  opportunities.Volunteering  at  GCN  can  be  a 
fun  and  rewarding  experience.  So  call  426-4469  or 
stop  by!  Thanks. 


Services 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  "Sports  Medicine  "Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  "Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  all  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  alls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 


IN  IP 

;  right  around  the  comer 


FROLIC  IN  JP! 

Come  share  3  bedroom  apt  i 
from  Stoneybrook  T.  Semi-coop,  veggie,  relaxed 
but  responsible.  Mature,  independent  dyke  sought  for 
Feb  1st.  Call  Rebecca  at  522-6884  and  leave 
message. 


HOUSE  NEAR  NASHUA  NH 

LF  seeks  woman  to  share  house.  Garage,  private  1/2 
bath,  pool,  laundry.  Must  like  pets.  No  smokers. 
$400plus  util.  Call  603-424-3683  (25) 

CAMBRIDGE 

Two  lesbians,  non-smokers,  seek  non-smoking 
lesbian  for  3BR  apartment.  Dining  room,  hardwood 
floors,  yard,  garden,  laundry,  piano,  near 
transportation,  $395  (617)  868-1561.  Sorry  no  pels. 

(23) 

A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome,  mahogany  furnished  room 
in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  males.  $395  incl.  util.  665-6082  (23) 

LF  wanted  to  share  spacious,  sunny  apt  in  house, 
tree-view  porch,  parking,  W/D,  quiet,  convenient 
area,  near  trans.  Watertown.  No  smoke.  $325  923- 
9087  (23) 


SOMERVILLE 

2  LF  and  cat  seeks  roommate  for  large,  sunny  apt. 

near  Davis  sq.  Friendly,  independent.  Available  Jan. 
1 5  or  Feb.  1 .  $325  +  776-4955  (26) 

Mature  female  to  share  2  BDR  apt  in  Waltham  wall 
to  wall  laundry  dishwasher  parking  view  on  pond 
walk  to  stores  $372  heat  and  hot  water  included. 
899-2976  (24) 

2Room  available  $290/mo  inclusive.  Hadley 
farmhouse  apartment,  big  field  and  yard.  Five 
minutes  to  UMASS/Amherest;  20  to  Northampton; 
commuting  distance  to  Springfeild.  Two  gay, 
vegetarian  non-smoking  males  looking  for  like- 
minded  adult.  413-549-0081  Matthew  (27) 

WINTHROP/  HARBOR/VIEW 

Creative  effervescent  gay  female  seeks  two  prof,  gay 
females/males  for  large  3  bedroom  house  two  bath 
deck  fireplace  pkg.  near  bus/T  $333+  No  pets 
Smokers  O.K.  Bev  451-5359/8463773  Avail  2/1/90 

HARVARD  SQUARE 

LF  and  BF  and  cat  seek  LF  or  BF  for  apartment  ten 
minutes  from  Havard  Square.  Late  20's  preferred, 
women  of  color  welcome.  $341.67/  month  plus 
utilities.  Available  February  1st.  Please  cal!  623- 
1588  (25) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  women  (2  Ls)  seek  4th  woman  for  out  beautiful, 
friendly  semi-coop  home  near  pond  and  T.  No  pets  or 
smoking.  $270/mo  +  util.  Avail,  now.  522-7466 

(26) 

GM  to  share  2  floor,  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo. 
Accross  from  train.  Furnished,  washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  firettlace,  yard,  A/C  wall  to  wall,  $450 
month  includes  util.  508-745-7236  (25) 

Gay  prof  female  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2 
bedroom  apt.  Many  extras  $450  htd.  (508)  685  6139 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

M/F  needed  to  share  independent  Jamaica  Plain 
household  with  2  L’s  and  1  GM  in  mid-twenties. 
Third  floor  apt.,  secure,  with  washing  machine  and 
porch.  5  minute  walk  to  green  line  and  #39  bus,  and 
close  to  orange  line.  Small  market  directly  accross 
the  street  Prefer  nonsmoker.  No  cats  or  dogs.  Please 
be  responsible  and  reasonably  tidy.  Rent  is  $212.50 
plus  utilities..  Available  January  1st.  Call  Laura  524- 
7794.and  leave  message,  or  try  days. 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

_ FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT _ 

SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wahte 


LEXINGTON 

LF  seeks  prof.  LF  30+  for  furnished  bedroom.  Non- 
smoker  $400  includes  kitchen  priv.  W/D,  and  all 
utilities.  Avail  now.  Call  492-5396  (26) 


INMAN  SQ 

LF  and  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  to  share  apartment  in 
quiet,  convenient  neighborhood.  Wood  floors, 
washer,  dryer,  drug  &  smoke  free.  Your  pet 
negotiable.  $415  includes  everything  or  $365+ 
l/2util.  623-6212  (26) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

GM  seeks  roomate  spacious  sunny  2  bdr.  apartment 
second  floor.  I'm  38  petfree  smokefree  $400  incl. 
heat  w/d  call  524-0095  Mac  (26) 


2JLF  and  1  JF,  12  stepper,  seeking  woman  for 
spacious  warm  vegetarian  Davis  Square  home, 
washer/dryer.  No  smoking,  drugs,  pets.  Minimal 
alcohol.  $320+.  Available  now.  629-4437  (26) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

4  GM  (28-30)  seek  roommate  for  spacious  house 
near  forrest  hills  T.  $240+  call  524-8682  or  482 
2440  or  524  6772  (26) 


ASHMONT  AREA 

L  seeks  2  rmmts  25+  3  BR  apt  safe  quiet  nr  T  shr  L 
DR  K  den  W/D  hav  cats  325+  ht  +  util  265-7220  aft 
6:30  (27) 


SOMERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-32 1 6.  (23) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  for  large  3  floor  apt. 
Off  street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to 
buses,  10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  300+.  923- 
4370.  (23) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  our  veggie,  coop,  political,  goofy 
home.  25+  near  orange  and  green  lines.  No 
alcohol/drugs.  Available  now.  Call  522-9351.  (23) 


WANTED:  NON  SMOKING  U  BEL/CAM B 

For  cozy,  ground  floor  apt  on  tree-lined  street.  10 
min.  bus  ride  to  Harvard,  parking,  laundry.  Rent 
$325.  30's,  independent,  friendly.  864-4314  (22) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  30's  and  cat  seek  same  for  2BR  and  study 
near  stores,  laundry,  T.  Independent,  friendly,  no 
smoking  or  more  pets.  $397.50  includes  heal  522- 
6012  (22) 


NEED  TEMPORARY  PLACE? 

1  need  a  responsible,  pet-loving  person/s  to  housesit 
and  take  care  of  my  dog  and  cat  for  March  and  April 
(dates  somewhat  flexible).  Very  comfortable  4  1/2 
room  JP  condo  in  6-  family  triple  decker.  Next  to 
arb,  close  to  grecn+orange  line.  You’d  need  to  pay 
rent,  but  amount  negot.  Call  522-7720  +  Iv.  msg. 


F/M  roommate  wanted  to  live  w/  LF  in  large  Allston 
apt  S425/mo.  Apt.  is  huge  w/2  porches,  E1K  LR  & 
DR,  in  all  gay  bldg.  No  smoking/  drugs.  Call  Terri 
782-2665  (22) 


2  men,  1  woman  seek  4th  for  house  in  J.P.  Yard, 
parking,  near  T.  No  pets.  We  smoke  cigs.  $290  plus 
utilities.  Call  522-7054  (25) 


CAMBRIDGE  5UBLET 

Feb/March/Apr.  Room  in  4  bedroom  LF  household 
non-smoking,  no  drugs,  min.  ale.  25+,  $215+  util. 
864-4913  (26) 


Housing  Wante 


Lf  36  needs  place  JP/Cmb  Feb  1.  $300+  I'm  wild, 
wonderful,  PI.,  fun,  open  minded,  12  step.  Will  live 
or  look  with  same.  No  pets,  smoke.  Jan  524-5145 


Apartments 


Plum  Island  Newbury  winter  or  year  round:  2BR 
first  floor  apt  $700  House:  2BR,  Porch,  Basement 
$775.  Both:  Parking,  beach,  pets  OK  (617)  489- 
2171  Available  Now. 


BAYFRONT  MIAMI 

Spacious  waterfront  condo  five  floors  above 
private  yacht  club  with  spectacular  skyline  views. 
Tennis,  pool,  laundry,  security,  gym.  Ten  minutes  to 
South  Beach  Deco  District,  Coconut  Grove. 
Twenty-five  to  Lauderdale.  Perfect  winter  oasis. 
Weekly:  One-bedroom,  $450,  two  bedroom,  $700. 
Weekends  or  seasonal  negotiable.  212-683-2929 
(25) 


Sunny,  part.  Bay-view  2  BR  w/wood  floors,  2 
porches,  backyard,  pets  O.K.,  on  Jones  Hill,  near 
JFK/UMASS  +  Red  line.  $650+  Available  now. 
Please  call  288-9136 


Dorchester  Meeting  House  Hill  2  bdrm  5  rm  apt  on 
2nd  fl  of  3  decker  EIK  hardwood  floors  front  and 
back  porch  water  view  5  mins  to  T.  Avail,  now 
$650  (617)436-5134  (28) 


Somerville  one  bedroom  apt  newly  renovated. 
Sunny,  deck  near  T.  Sullivan  sq.  776-0662  Owner 
$600  heated 


For  sale 


FREE  CATALOG 

Featuring  a  line  of  gay  and  lesbian  jewelry  mention 
this  ad  for  your  free  copy.  Bande  dessigns  7102 
Castor  Ave  Phila,  PA  19149  (215)  742-9823 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

Informing  the  gay  community  since  1973. 
Accomodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents,  etc. 
etc.  (area  codes  and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  4.50;  includes  manhatten 
bar  notes  4  women's  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  4  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  Missisippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Vermont,  W.  Virgina. 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  Box  292  GCN  Village  Station, 
NY  NY  10012  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by 
first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To 
list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  business¬ 
sized  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for  prices  outside 
USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad  Day  Books,  598 
Yonge  St.  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 1Z3  416-961-4161 
(check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that’s  why  our  unique  poinl-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
'  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely 
sexual  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  S18/Canada, 
$25/institulions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN’S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  0218 l.(ex) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
ai.juMiu.  *o  mute  u/icss  u.  l>cm^oii,  jan  \_asuo,  rw. 

236G,  SF,  CA  941 14.  (18.35) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  news  journal  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1 
postage. 2423  18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009(ex) 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire. 
With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain  acres, 
yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your 
perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded,  inexpensive 
downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid-week  discounts. 
The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH 
03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  TJ 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
80O-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  43 1-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 
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PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

I  neea  "someone  to  taiKe  to  aooot  oemg  gay 
the  way  I  can't  talk  to  my  family.  I'm  just 
looking  for  a  friend,  but  if  it  leads  to  more, 
what  can  I  say?  I’m  a  Black  gay  man, 
sincere  and  easy  going.  Robert  Walker, 
#22392,  P.  O.  Box  607,  Carson  city,  NV, 

89702 _ 

Lonely  gay  man  doing  hard  time  with  no 
one  outside  to  write  to.  I  need  penpals  for 
friendship  and  more.  I  like  all  kinds  of 
books  and  music.  I'll  answer  all  who  write. 
Larry  Lyndz,  #101302,  Union  Correctional 
Institution.  PO.  Box  221-20-237,  Raiford, 

FL,  32083 _ 

Bisexual  male,  would  like  to  meet  a  kind, 
lovable  gay  man  for  an  everlasting 
relationship.  No  games  please.  Chris  Wise, 
#103247,  Martin  Correctional  Institution, 
1150  Allapattah  Rd.,  Indian  Town,  FL, 

34956-4397 _ 

How  do  I  catch  your  eye  out  of  all  of  these 
ads?  I'm  not  really  sure,  but  here  goes:  Gay 
male,  auburn  hair  and  green  eyes,  seeking 
new  friends.  My  ambitions  include 
sincerity,  honesty,  intimacy.  Write  Bill 
Yapel,  C-29719,  PO.  Box  8101  -  7310,  San 

Luis  Obispo,  CA,  93409 _ 

Bi  at  age  12,  now  50,  Looking  for  open- 
minded  pen  friend.  Age  no  problem,  will 
respond  to  all  that  are  bi  or  gay.  Robert  H. 
Voss,  186762,  2400  S.  Sheridan  Rd., 
Muskegon,  MI  49442-6298.  (Can  receive 

mail  from  prisoners) _ 

Black  male,  love  to  write  hot  letters,  so  let 
me  hear  from  some  of  you  hot  girls  out 
there,  and  the  the  ones  that  are  locked  up 
too.  All  letters  will  get  a  letter.  Titus  Young, 
#432731,  PO.  Box  4400,  Huges  Unit, 

Gatesville,  TX,  71528 _ 

Gay  American  Sioux  Indian,  would  like 
very  much  to  correspond  with  sincere  gay 
males  on  the  outside.  Enjoy  baseball, 
football,  reading  and  Indian  culture.  I  would 
like  a  true  friend/  xjssilble  lover.  Troy  C. 
Smith,  #15689,  Box  30,  Pendleton,  Indiana, 

46064 _ 

Gay  Egyptian  male,  serving  a  short 
sentence  in  America.  I’m  lonely  for  a  friend, 
affectionate,  sincere,  caring.  I’m  a 
vegetarian,  karate  expert,  environmentalist 
into  books,  yoga,  jogging,  chess.  Eric 
nelson,  #892442,  P.O.  box  41,  Michigan 

City,  Indiana,  46360 _ 

Black  male,  interested  in  writing  TV/TS  in 
the  free  world  who  are  looking  for  a  friend 
to  exchange  interests,  experiences  and  a  pic. 
Can't  write  other  prisoners.  Marvin  "Shala" 
Wright,  #03800-054,  P.O.  Box  1000, 

Lewisburg,  PA  17837 _ 

Gay  male,  blue  eyes,  enjoys  art  and  poetry. 
I'm  lonely  and  have  no  family  support.  Send 
photo,  will  return  a  photo.  Jamey  Stewart, 
#39737,  3D-5,  1012  W.  Columbia, 

Farmington,  MO  63640 _ 

Lonely  gay  prisoner  desires  correspondence 
with  sincere  gay  man.  Outdoor  type,  enjoys 
swimming,  sailing,  skiing.  R.  Alan  Watts, 
#837914,  A-lll,  500  Orange  Ave.,  Belle 

Glade.  Fl  33430 _ 

If  you  are  the  Conell  from  Michigan  who 
answered  the  Teddy  Bear  ad  about  Darren 
in  PA,  will  you  please  write  and  tell  me 
your  address!  Darren  Combs,  AK7403, 
Drawer  K,  Dallas,  PA  18612-0286 _ 


Prisoner  Project  Friends:  Sorry  it  took  so 
long.  We're  a  bit  behind,  but  catching  up 
now!!  Best  wishes  to  all. 


"TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE ” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


WOMEN  SEEKING  FRIENDS 

99 

35  year  old  lesbian,  would  like  to 
correspond  with  someone  warm,  sincere 
and  understanding.  I’m  a  loner  and  would 
appreciate  someone  honest  and  willing  to 
be  a  true  friend  and/or  more.  Hobbies 
include  poetry,  writing,  reading  and  sports. 
I  love  music  of  all  kinds.  Laveme  Jackson, 
C160130,  #83,  Broward  Correctional 
Institution,  P.O.  Box  8540,  Pembroke 

Pines,  Fla,  33024 _ 

I'm  known  as  Roxanne,  young,  lonely  and 
seriously  in  need  of  friends.  Would  you 
please  write  Sandra  Baldwin,  #161034, 
P.O.  Box  8540,  #371,  Pembroke  Pines,  Ha, 

33024 _ 

Dominant  Black  woman,  seeking  feminine 
women  for  correspondence,  B.K.A.  Heavy 
D-  Get  with  me,  Deborah  Leach,  #905-363 

P.O.  Box  535,  Jessup,  MD  20794 _ 

Latina  woman,  libra.  I've  been  here  for  five 
years  already  and  have  two  more  to  go.  I'd 
love  to  write,  and  maybe  you'd  like  to  hear 
what  I  have  to  say.  Janet  Pillot,  #11595, 
Drawer  E,  North  Hall.Clinton,  NJ  08809 


Gay  male,  serious  person  looking  for 
serious  relationship.  Write  J.R.  Franklin,  Jr. 

P.O.  Box,  215,  Maury,  NC  28554 _ 

Gay  male,  red  hair  and  blue  eyes,  looking 
for  fun  and  friends.  I’ve  8  months  left,  and 
will  answer  all  who  write  (can't  write  other 
prisoners,  sorry)  I'm  recovering  alcoholic 
and  addict.  I  like  good  reading,  rock  and 
roll,  football,  and  debating  everything! 
Speak  Spanish  and  French.  Michael 
Wethered,  04445-045,  P.O.  Box  33,  Unit  1- 

C,  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  47808 _ 

Gay  male,  doing  53  years  in  CA,  seeks  pen 
pals  for  lasting  friendship  and  support.  I 
can't  receive  or  write  to  other  prisoners.  All 
other  letters  answered.  Larry  Percival,  E- 
43835,  P.O.  Box  7500,  A-4-224,  Crescent 

City,  CA,  95532-7500 _ 

Gay  man  seeks  hot  letters  from  she  males 
and  queens,  for  fun  and  possible 
relationship,  Shawn  Osborn,  #60550, 
Arizona  State  Prison,  10,000  S.  Wilmal  Rd. 

Tucson,  AZ  85777 _ 

Seeking  gay  men  to  write  to  and  trade 
"pictures”  with.  I’m  into  horse  back  riding, 
reading,  sci-fi  and  fantasy,  waterskiing. 
Write  Frank  "LT"  Patterson,  P.O.  Box  400, 

#13216,  Rawlins,  WY,  82301 _ 

Bi  male  looking  for  gay  friendship  that  may 
turn  into  a  relationship  when  I  get  out  of 
here  (fondness  for  TV/TS).  I  enjoy  poetry, 
music,  martial  arts,  outdoors,  collecting 
photgraphs.  I  can't  write  other  prisoners  but 
will  write  anyone  else  who  writes.  Joseph 
Hopper,  P.O.  Box  78426,  Florence,  AZ 

85232 _ 

Gay  male,  30,  HIV+,  seeking  other  gay 
males,  any  race,  who  are  HIV+.  I’m  in  need 
of  a  big  brother  -  someone  I  can  talk  to  and 
someone  who  cares  and  understands  what  I 
am  going  through.  I  will  answer  all  letters. 
Timonthy  Manus,  #85-A-8326,  P.O.  Box 

#367- A.  Dannemora,  NY,  12929 _ 

Mixed  Black  and  white  gay  male,  business- 
minded,  enjoys  making  money,  traveling, 
finer  things  in  life.  Looking  for  mature, 
open-minded  person.  Age,  sex,  race  not 
important.  Lewis  McClendon,  #  PO.  Box 
740,  M.A.CJ.,  London,  OH  43140. 


18  January,  Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  Tongue  Fu:  Using 
Humor  As  a  Coping  Tool.  Former  stand-up  comidienne  Linda  Rose  leads 
experimental  workshop  on  dealing  with  HIV/AIDS  and  other  life  stresses 
through  humour.  7  to  10  p.m.  BLC,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th  floor.  $2.  For 
more  Info  and  registration:  267-0900.  (Pictured  right:  Melinda  Rose) 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space 
allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

1 2  Saturday 

Provincetown  ♦  P’town  Positive  /  PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea.  Second  Saturday  each  month.  3:30  to  6:30 
p.m.  St  Mar/s  of  the  Harbor. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing: 
International  Folk  Dance  Party.  Smoke  /  drug  free.  8  to 
1 1  p.m.;  beginners'  lessons  7:30  p.m.  First  Church  of 
J.P.,  corner  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  $5.  Info  and 
directions:  Janet  522-2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or  Scott 
536-20 14. 

Boston  ♦  Funny  Gay  Males.  When  one  was  younger, 
he  experimented  with  heterosexuality:  “I  slept  with  a 
straight  guy.  I  was  really  drunk."  Charles  Playhouse. 

1 1:30  p.m.  Tickets  and  info:  423-4179  or  423-3222. 
See  also  1/13,  18,  19. 

1 3  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  Ass’n  of  L/G  Psychologists.  10  am.  Simmons 
Coll.  Special  Functions  Rm.  Info:  643-3179. 

Cambridge  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  Monthly 
Mtg.  and  Potluclc  “Multicultural  Issues  in  1991."  I  to  5 
p.m.  Phillips  Brooks  Hs.,  Harvard  Yd.  Info:  David  547- 
1986. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes’  Dialog:  Lesbian  Safe  Sex.  4  p.m.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Funny  Gay  Males.  Charles  Playhouse.  8  p.m. 
See  I/ll 

1 4  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  How  To  Get  Re- 
Established  in  a  New  Place.  8  to  1 0  p.m.  Women’s 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  TV  ♦  Between  Takes:  “No  Excuses,  No 
Escape.”  Gay  bashing  in  the  historical  context  of 
minority  groups  as  scapegoats.  Cable  A3.  9:30  p.m.  See 
also  R.I.,  1/18.  May  appear  other  areas;  check  your 
cable  listings. 

1 5  Tuesday 

Framingham  ♦  G/L  Youth  Group.  22  and  under.  First 
and  third  Tuesdays  each  month.  Civic  League  Bldg., 
214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30  p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box 
426,  S.'Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Women’s  Spirituality. 
7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  Info:  354- 
8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  MIT  Queer  Movies  Series  /  Lesbian 
Style:  “Can’t  You  Take  a  Joke?,”  “Dry  Kisses  Only,” 
and  “How  to  Kill  Her.”  Screenings  7  and  9  p.m.  Room 
66-110  (25  Ames  St),  MIT.  Second  in  four-week 
series.  Info:  253-3599. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Woman’s  Rap:  Family 
Relationships.  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr.,  46 
Pleasant  St  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  Opening  Up 
to  Children  and  Other  Disclosure  Issues.  8  p.m. 
Lindemann  Ctr,  25  Stanford  St,  2nd  fir.  Revere  Rm. 
Info:  742-7897. 

1 6  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch. 
1230  p.m.  Info:  Julie  725-3562 

Boston  ♦  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force.  Special 
topic  effort  to  create  and  enact  domestic  partnership 
legislation  in  Boston.  7  p.m.  Boston  NOW,  971 
Comm.  Ave.  Info:  782-1056. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Gay  and  bisexual  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  T p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 
Boston  ♦  ACT  UP  Virgins,  Saints,  and  Martyrs  Ball. 
Conventional  religious  themes  in  a  non-ecclesiastical 
context.  Venus  de  Milo,  1 1  Landsdowne.  $5.  Secular 
enhancements. 

1 7  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  “Prevention  of  Opportunistic  Infections  An 
Update.”  Medical  interventions  and  access  to 
experimental  treatments.  Co-sponsors:  AAC;  ACT 
UP;  Clinical  Partners.  6  to  8  p.m.  at  BLC.  140 
Clarendon  Sc,  7th  floor.  Info  and  registration:  536- 
5950. 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church.  22  Main  Sc  7:30'p.m.  (413)  527-5310. 

18  Friday 


Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series  Tongue  Fu:  Using 
Humor  As  a  Coping  Tool.  7  to  10  p.m.  BLC,  140 
Clarendon  Sc  7th  floor.  $2.  Info  and  registration:  267- 
0900. 

Boston  ♦  Funny  Gay  Males  Charles  Playhouse.  10:30 
p.m.  See  1/12 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  “Parting 
Glances”  8:05  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St,  rm. 
203. 

Rhode  Island  TV  ♦  Between  Takes  See  Boston  TV 
1/14.  R.I.  Interconnect  A  8:30  p.m. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Dance.  9  p.m.  2nd  fir.  MIT 
Student  Ctr.,  84  Mass  Ave.  $4,  $3  w /  student  ID.  Info: 
Johanna  225-7108. 

1 9  Saturday 

Vermont  ♦  Chiltern  MLK  Jr.  Birthday  Weekend. 
Downhill  skiing  nearby;  limited  interior  accom.,  unlim. 
camping.  $5  for  weekend  and  shared  food.  Details: 
Bob  266-3812 

White  Mountains  ♦  Chiltern  Snowshoe  Hikes  A  mini¬ 
festival  of  beginner,  interm,  and  adv.  hikes.  1/19  to 
1/21.  Info:  Cindy  625-8537. 

Boston  ♦  "Once  Upon  Our  Time”:  Multicultural  Story 
Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and  Friends. 
Third  Saturday  each  month,  alternating  between  J.P. 
Library,  1 2  Sedgwick  Sc,  and  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  Sc,  Inman  Sq.,  Cambridge.  This  month 
(1/91)  in  Cambridge.  10  to  1 1:15  am.  Sign  up:  Marian 
or  Jenifer  267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  Prime  Timers  Monthly  Mtg.:  "Preparing 
Ahead.”  Funeral  directors  Ken  Bennett  and  John 
Hynes  Refreshments  socializing,  raffle.  2  to  4  p.m. 
Lindemann  Health  Ctr,  25  Stanford  Sc 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Social  Gathering  for 
Singles  1 8  Lyndhurst  Sc,  2nd  fir.  Info  and  exact  time: 
Hotline  825-3737. 

Waltham  ♦  WOW  First  Anniversary  Party  and  Ethnic 
Foods  Potluck.  6:30  p.m.  Info  and  location:  893-0361. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games  Smoke  and  alcohol- 
free.  338  Newbury  Sc  7  to  10'p.m.  Third  Saturday 
each  month.  $2  donation. 

Boston  ♦  Funny  Gay  Males.  Charles  Playhouse.  1 1:30 
p.m.  See  1/12 

Needham  ♦  Doshie  Powers.  8:15  p.m.  Homegrown 
Coffeehouse,  1st  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  Dedham  & 
Great  Rains  Aves.  $8.  Info:  444-7478. 

Jamaica  PLain  ♦  Barbara  Lee  Supeno  and  Eve 
Goodman  perform  an  acoustic  concert.  Crone’s 
Harvesc  76 1  Centre  Sc  7:30pm.  $5.  For  more  info 
983-9530,  TTY  983-9529. 

20  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  Dykes’  Dialogue:  Interracial  Couples.  4  p.m. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  Sc  Info  247-2927. 

Natick  ♦  MetroWest  GALA  Goes  Bowling.  4  p.m., 
followed  by  pizza  party.  Info,  loc.:  Scott  (508)  877- 
6 1 29  or  Barbara  (508)653-2509. 

21  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  “Martin  Luther 
King  Day.  The  Unfinished  Agenda”  1 1  am.  to  3  p.m. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  Sc,  rm.  203.  Info:  David 
547-1986  or  Craig  321-4382 
Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m.,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

22  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Lesbians  with 
Disabilities.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant 
Sc  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  Insurance, 

and  HIV.  6  to  8  p.m.  338  Newbury  Sc,  2nd  floor.  $2 
Info  and  registration:  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  MIT  Queer  Movies  Series:  "Gus  van 
Sant’s  Diary,”  “My  Hustler,”  and  “V  is  for  Violet” 
Screenings  7  and  9  p.m.  Room  66-110  (25  Ames  St), 
MIT.  Third  in  four-week  series.  Info:  253-3599. 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation,  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  Volunteers  needed  to  provide  emotional 
and  practical  support  to  AAC  clients  on  a  one-to-one 
basis.  Interested  persons  should  fill  out  an  application 
and  attend  orientation  and  training.  Orientation 
meetings  the  fourth  Tuesday  each  month.  AIDS  Action 
offices,  131  Clarendon  St.  7:30  p.m.  Info  437- 
6200'x450. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Woman’s  Rap:  Erotic  Writing. 
7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  Sc  Info: 
354-8807. 

23  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  "Discordant  Gay  Couples:  Thriving  Through 
Communicating."  A  facilitated  discussion  on  issues 
facing  couples  of  differing  antibody  status.  6  to  8  p.m. 


at  Clinical  Partners,  321  Columbus  Ave.  Info  and 
registration:  536-5950. 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  At  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  338  Newbury  Sc 
Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each  month.  8  p.m. 
Info:  247-2927. 

24  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  Staying  Healthy. 
Fourth  Thursday  each  month.  7  to  9  p.m.  BLC,  140 
Clarendon  St.  7th  floor.  This  month,  acupuncture  for 
HIV  care  and  general  health,  including  services  available 
and  research  beginning  at  CRI-NE  Info:  Rob  267-0900. 

25  Friday 

Mount  Madison  ♦  Chiltern  Snowshoe  Hike.  Good  for 
in-shape  first-time  winter  hikers.  1/25  to  1/27.  Info: 
John  484-7192 

Boston  ♦  Game  Nighc  Board  and  parlor  games  every 
other  Friday,  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  Sc  Info: 
247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  “Peggy  Sue  Got 
Married.”  8:05  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  Sc,  rm. 
203. 

Jamaica  Rain  ♦  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends. 
N.E.  Dance  Movement  Ctr.  8:30  to  11:30  p.m.  New 
loc  First  Church  of  J.P.,  corner  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts. 
Info:  Jason  859-9455. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilitiies.  Noon  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Info:  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.)  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoia  Info:  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  or  Jeff  876-76 1 2 

Boston  ♦  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Streec  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30  p.m.  Info:  Dave  629-2518  or  Frank 
666-8911 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  1 3 1  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov't 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Narcotics  Anonymous.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1 600AM. 
I0:30pm-230am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWAs  and 
Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their  friends 
meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  Action  Committee  for 
dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS 
ACTION,  131  Clarendon  St  Info:  437-6200. 

Boston  ♦  Chiltern  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843-3966. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Meeting  House  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats 
8  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
Coordinating  Committee.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St  Info:  247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  Info: 
(508)755-3773. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8-10  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  Info:  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women's  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  Info:  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  “We  the  People”  —  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  7-9’a.m.  Tufts  University 
radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  Gay/Bisexual 
Men  and  Their  Significant  Others.  Oosed  meeting. 
AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30 
p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 


Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of 
Art,  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:1 5  p.m.  Info:  266- 
0628. 

Cambridge  TV  ♦  PrideTime  —  Boston  gay  and  lesbian 
television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Cambridge  Cable  Channel 
19.7  p.m. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Informal  Meeting  with  Mayor  Flynn’s  Liaison 
to  the  Gay  Community.  Ann  Sanders  will  be  available  2 
to  6  p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No  appointment 
necessary.  Info:  Ann  Sanders  725-3485. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St  New  persons'  meeting  6' p.m.;  women  and 
men  meet  separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting 
7:30'p.m.  523-7363  or  I -800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8:00  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St  7  to  10  p.m.  Info:  (413)788-7459 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 1 559. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support  provided. 
Arlington  Street  Church  (use  Boylston  Street 
entrance).  6  to  9'p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K. 
338  Newbury  St  6:30  to  8" p.m.  Info:  828-3039. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  Info:  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  ACA  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and  Bisexuals. 
(ACA  =  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.)  Support  group 
for  all  adult  children  of  dysfunctional  family  systems. 
Lindemann  Center,  2nd  floor,  Winthrop  Room. 
Wheelchair  access.  8  p.m.  Info:  536-2856. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  Info:  266- 1 129. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  =  Gays  at 
MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Watertown.  Info  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends.  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The  Boston 
Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St  Free.  7  p.m.  Info: 
236-1012 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  am.  Also:  Tues.  1215  p.m. 
at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  Info:  282- 
0013. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 230  p.m. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  For  TV/TS  of  New  England. 
4:00  to  6:00'p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  Info:  247- 
2927. 


Hindsights 

Yahoo,  Alix! 

Alix  Dobkin’s  new  release  is  a  musical  look  at  many  cultures 


Alix  Dobkin.  Yahoo  Australia! 

(Alix  Live  From  Sidney) 

Reviewed  by  Caroline  Foty 

he  party  might  have  been  in 
Australia,  but  the  title  could  equally 
be  “Yahoo  Lesbians  of  the  World!" 
Alix  Dobkin  has  done  a  lot  of  international 
touring  the  past  few  years,  and  all  the  while 
she  has  been  gathering  up  a  wealth  of 
worldwide  lesbian  culture.  This  exuberant 
album,  recorded  live  in  Sidney,  Australia  in 
January  1990,  gives  us  glimpses  of  that 
culture,  described  with  the  wit  and  optimism 
that  are  Dobkin  trademarks. 

The  title  song  isn’t  just  about  Australia,  of 
course,  but  also  about  the  women  Dobkin 
met  there.  She  draws  cheers  and  laughter 
from  her  audience  when  she  imitates  the 
Australian  accent  and  uses  their  language 
(“Waddya  reckon?  How ’re  ya  goin’?”).  And 
lines  like  these  evoke  a  proudly  “can-do” 
lesbian  spirit;  “Four-wheel  drive  through  five 
creeks/  When  we  visited  the  Womyn’s  Land / 
How  did  they  get  that  piano/  Down  three 
miles  of  rugged  trails?” 

Dobkin  doesn’t  ignore  the  heritage  of  the 
native  population  in  the  joy  of  lesbian  unity, 
but  includes  a  stanza  about  a  people  much 
older  than  the  “white  invaders.” 

In  1988  a  group  of  women  in  Dublin 
produced  Dobkin  in  concert  (the  mind 
boggles  slightly  at  the  idea!),  and  one  of 
those  women  was  a  singer  and  songwriter 
named  Mary  O’Sullivan.  Her  song  “Women 
of  Ireland”  was  a  joyful  surprise  for  Dobkin, 
as  it  will  be  to  anyone  else  who  loves  Irish 
traditional  music  and  wishes  it  had  more 
strong  women  in  it. 

Many  songs  have  been  sung  of  the 
Irish  Revolution 

Of  the  men  who  have  fought  and 
have  died 

But  you  seldom  will  hear  of  the 
women’s  contribution 
Though  they  all  struggled  there  side 
by  side 

Now  the  time  has  come  to  set  this 
wrong  to  right 

The  story  of  the  fight  for  liberty 
When  our  people  took  a  stand  to 
liberate  our  land 

Strong  and  true  were  the  women  of 
Ireland. 

From  an  old  news  story  comes  “Women 
Singing  in  Zimbabwe.”  When  the  police  set 
out  in  1983  to  round  up  prostitutes  in  the  city 
of  Harare,  they  arrested  any  woman  they 


found  on  the  streets  without  a  man.  Thus, 
they  ended  up  jailing  housewives,  teachers, 
domestic  workers  and  some  real  prostitutes, 
Black  and  white  women  all  together.  This 
accidental  coalition  founded  the  Women’s 
Action  Group  and  planned  a  National 
Women’s  Conference  that  was  attended  by 
400  women  from  all  over  the  country. 

Two  slices  of  specifically  U.S.  culture 
appear  in  “The  Girls  Want  To  Be  With  The 
Girls”  by  the  Talking  Heads’  David  Byrne, 
and  in  Dobkin’s  “Hedda  on  TV.”  Byrne ’s 
song  is  enigmatic:  is  he  serious?  sarcastic  and 
mocking?  Who  knows,  but  it’s  kind  of  fun, 
and  some  of  it  could  have  come  from  the  pen 


of  Alix  herself: 

Girls  don’t  want  to  play  like  that! 

Just  want  to  talk  to  the  boys 
Just  want  to  do  what  is  in  their  hearts 
And  the  girls  want  to  be  with  the 
girls 

Girls  want  things  that  make  common 
sense 

The  Best  for  all  Concerned... 

Girls  are  getting  into  abstract 
analysis 

They  want  to  make  that  intuitive 
leap 

They’re  making  plans  that  have  far 
reaching  effects 

And  the  girls  want  to  be  with  the 
girls 

“Hedda  on  TV”  chronicles  the  ambivalent 


personal  reactions  Dobkin  had  as  she 
watched  Hedda  Nussbaum  testify  in  the  trial 
of  herself  and  Joel  Steinberg  for  the  murder 
of  their  illegally  adopted  six-year-old 
daughter,  Lisa.  Not  only  was  her  testimony 
televised,  but  she  also  had  to  give  it  under 
Steinberg’s  constant  observation. 

Oh  what  happened  to  your  face? 

Oh  what  happened  to  your  life?... 

I  watched  sympathetically 
For  who  can  say  this  isn’t  so 
When  women  by  the  millions  go 
Back  to  their  own  Joel  in  their  own 
home 

Just  like  Hedda 
I  watched  passionately 
I  hope  you  piece  yourself  together 
Love  your  life,  leam  to  live  it  better 
Can’t  tell  who  might  take  her  cue 
From  Hedda  on  TV 

When  Dobkin  performed  this  song  in  a 
concert  I  attended  in  1989,  some  women  in 
front  of  me  seemed  to  object  to  some  of  it. 
It’s  not  clear  to  me  exactly  what  their 
objection  was.  But  the  voyeuristic  frame  of 
the  TV  screen  is  palpably  present  and  the 
song  is  not  intended  to  be  comforting  or 
uplifting,  although  it  does  honor  Nussbaum's 
recovering  of  her  courage  and  the  value  of 
telling  her  story. 

No  Alix  album  would  be  complete  without 
a  ballad  or  two  about  the  joys  of  being  a 
lesbian  and  our  unique  potential  for  making 
really  new  ways  of  loving.  “New  Ground”  is 
surely  a  gem  of  that  genre. 

One  by  one  we  take  each  other  home 
We  take  our  words,  call  each  other 
“girl”  whenever  we  please 
We’re  gonna  live  together,  hold 
hands,  kiss  each  other 
On  the  mouth,  just  because 
We  love  this  new  ground 

Once  we  were  separated  from 
ourselves 

Afraid  and  lonely  for  what  we 

couldn’t  even  name,  we 

Cried,  despaired,  or  died  in  flames, 

scorned  and  shamed 

Or  worse.  What  heartbreak,  passion, 

rage  has  driven  us 

To  new  ground 

We  are  the  women.  We  are  the 
loving  women 

We’ve  been  around  foreverDeep  in 
the  hearts  of  women 

The  highlight  of  the  album,  probably  the 
most  fun  song  of  the  year,  is  “Lesbian  Code.” 
Over  her  years  of  visiting  lesbian 
communities  around  the  world,  Dobkin  has 
Continued  on  page  10 


SAFER  SEX  AND  DRUG  USE  GUIDELINES 

GCN ofters  these  guidelines  for  all  ol  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  ol  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented  cases  of  HIV 
transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  lor  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get 
from  one  person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand 
fistlucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  people 
make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history  and/or 
HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  leel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situation.  If  you 
and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example,  many  lesbians 
have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum  gets  in 
your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  it  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 
Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No 
information  has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  female  ejaculate." 

•  Use  latex  gloves  lor  fisting  or  finger-tucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  ol  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  It  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  pul  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  mBy  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  ol  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 

INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Don't  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  It  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  dean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  vmrks  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  tresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times  In  an  emergency, 
rubbing  alcohol  or  vodka  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  in  water  tor  at  least  15 
minutes  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  dean  your  works ) 

RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

Nakonal  AIDS  Hotline:  1  (000)  342-7514 

AIDS  Action  Comm  lee  (AAC)  Boston  t  (800)  235-2331 

Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual),  Boston  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  N  Drug  Use  Tasktort*.  Boston  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Heallh  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  toric  (212)  807-6655 

National  Mronty  ACS  Cotrci  (NMAC).  Washington.  DC;  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network  San  Francisco  (415)  864-4376 


THE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 


INDIGO  IS  BOSTON'S  HOTTEST 
DANCE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  20,  8PM 

THE  DEB  HUSTON  BAND  WITH  SPECIAL  GUEST  LADIES  X-PRESS 
(NEXT  DAY  IS  A  HOUDAY  •  SPEND  YOUR  NIGHT  OUT  AT  INDIGO) 
TICKETS  ON  SALE  NOW! 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  21,  6PM 

THE  GOLDEN  FRYING  PAN  TEAM  COOK-OFF 
(TO  BENEFIT  THE  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  SOFTBALL  WORLD  SERIES 
BEING  HELD  IN  BOSTON  THIS  YEAR ) 

SAMPLE  THE  SUCCULENT  CUISINE  OF  BOSTON'S  CLUBS  AND 
SOFTBALL  TEAMS.  RAFFLE  AND  AUCTION  TO  FOLLOW 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  26,  8PM 

FROM  NYC  SINGER/SONGWRITER  DIANE  PONZJO 
TICKETS  ON  SALE  NOW 


Thu  4PM-2AM.  Fn  4PM-2AM.  Sat  9PM-2AM,  Sun  9PM  1AM 
823  Main  Street.  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


